
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of ideastream is to strengthen our communities. 
 

ideastream pursues this mission as a multiple media public service organization by providing distinctive, 
thought-provoking programs and services that enlighten, inspire, educate and entertain. 

2015 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE 
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

LOCAL 
VALUE 

 

ideastream is the consolidation of 
eight different programs and 
services that had previously been 
independently managed; WVIZ/PBS 
with four channels of public TV 
service; 90.3 WCPN, Northeast 
Ohio’s NPR news and public affairs 
station; WCLV Classical 104.9; Civic 
Commons, a community 
engagement platform; management 
on behalf of Ohio’s public 
broadcasting stations of the Ohio 
Public Radio and Television 
Statehouse News Bureau and The 
Ohio Channel, a statewide public 
affairs television channel available 
by broadcast and on the web; 
management on behalf of a 
consortium of local K-12 school 
systems of NOTA (North Ohio 
Technology Association, a 
broadband interactive distance 
learning network for K-12 schools); 
and SMART (Science and Math 
Achievement Required for 
Tomorrow), a professional 
development program for teachers. 

 
 

ideastream achieves its mission of 
strengthening our communities by 
acquiring, creating and distributing 
high quality radio, television and 
web content that focuses on areas 
that have been identified as 
priorities by Northeastern Ohio 
residents.  
 
WVIZ/PBS presents educational, 
cultural and informational programs 
24 hours a day, including 12 hours 
each weekday for children. 90.3 
WCPN and WCLV Classical 104.9 
offer 24 hours of news, information 
and music programming each day. 
Much of ideastream’s radio and 
television content is also available–
anytime, anywhere—on the web.  

 
 

“I am so pleased to hear about 
the next steps in ideastream’s 
vision to address health needs in 
Northeast Ohio. Since 2009 you 
have focused a powerful lens on 
the health problems we face. 
You have illuminated key 
concerns and convened 
academic and community 
partners in shared engagement 
efforts. Based on this powerful 
foundation, your plan for the next 
phase of this work will increase 
your impact still more.”   
 
- Dr. Susan Wentz, MD, MS, 
Director, NetWellness, Office of 
Urban Health, Urban Area Health 
Education Center, February 2015 
 
“I have always loved PBS and 
have supported it…Thanks for all 
you do to make our world a 
better place!” 
 
- A WVIZ/PBS viewer from 
Akron, Ohio 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       

                           

LOCAL 
IMPACT 

 

2015 KEY 

SERVICES 

U.S. Senator Rob Portman presents the National 
Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation 2015 
Celebration of Service to Children Award in the television 
category. From left to right, Sen. Rob Portman, Jerry 
Wareham, President and CEO, ideastream, Peg Neeson, 
Station Manager, WVIZ/PBS ideastream, and Linda 
Williams, Senior Director, Education Services, ideastream. 
WVIZ/PBS was singled out for helping to generate early 
childhood learning solutions in Cleveland.  



2015 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Programming and public service at ideastream centers on topics identified by Northeast Ohioans as “what matters most to them 
and their communities” in The Listening Project, now in its 14th year: arts and culture, health and science, education, community 
assets and challenges, State of Ohio and spotlighting the region. ideastream created and broadcast more than 2,000 highly 
researched, top-quality, in-depth, locally-produced programs and stories covering an extensive array of issues and topics. 
  
Arts and Culture 
ideastream is a major champion of arts and culture in Northeast Ohio. Participants in The Listening Project and The Civic 
Commons continually cite Northeast Ohio’s abundance of arts and culture organizations and opportunities as major assets in this 
region and as reasons why people choose to live and work here. ideastream both publicizes and broadcasts extensive arts-based 
programming and celebrates the wealth of Northeast Ohio’s cultural gems, boosting regional pride and encouraging support for 
local institutions. 
 
During 2015, ideastream aired more than 542 stories and programs exploring the vibrant local arts and cultural scene like: 
 

 The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 2015 inductees and the induction concert at Cleveland’s Public Hall 

 The Anisfield Wolf book awards presented by The Cleveland Foundation 

 A profile of Cleveland artist Derek Hess 

 Cleveland sculptor David Demming’s plans for a 12 foot statue of Superman, the comic book hero created in the 1930’s 
by Cleveland teenage friends Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster 

 
ideastream broadcast live and recorded performances of The Cleveland Orchestra. Several concerts aired live on WVIZ, WCLV 
and WCPN, with live-video streaming on the Internet. These included coverage of The Cleveland Orchestra’s residency in the 
Broadway/Slavic Village neighborhood in spring, the annual Star Spangled Spectacular concert downtown to celebrate July 4th and 
the performance at the grand opening of the Maltz Performance Arts Center at Case Western Reserve University in late 
September in connection with the extensive, community-wide arts-education project, Violins of Hope Cleveland. WCLV followed 
the Orchestra to Florida to broadcast a concert at Knight Concert Hall from the Orchestra’s Miami residency and also featured the 
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra’s celebratory China Tour Send-Off the day before the youth orchestra embarked on its 
second international tour in summer 2015. 
 
In addition, WCLV aired live performances of other local organizations and ensembles. These included coverage of the semi-final 
and final rounds of the Cleveland International Piano Competition’s first-ever CIPC Young Artists Competition for pianists ages 12-
18; broadcast of eight concerts from ChamberFest Cleveland’s fourth season and the 8th annual Jubilation Church Choir Festival. 
Routine broadcasts of other treasured classical music ensembles included Cleveland Institute of Music faculty and student recitals, 
Cleveland Pops Orchestra, Apollo’s Fire (Cleveland’s Baroque Orchestra), Akron Symphony and the Cavani Quartet. 
 
Antiques Roadshow visited Cleveland in July. ideastream captured the enthusiasm in a segment broadcast on WVIZ/PBS. Three 
episodes have been created and will air in 2016. 
 
Health, Science and the Environment 

Helping the community to understand and successfully address increasingly complicated health issues that can lead to improved 
health outcomes requires fresh approaches that can inspire people to take control of their health and that of their families. 
 
Be Well, the ideastream health initiative, remains an effective multiple media and regionally focused source of information about 
wellness, disease prevention, current treatment options and emerging technologies, and presents material that is specifically 
tailored to ideastream’s Northeast Ohio audience. Be Well informs people about prevalent health issues, explains existing and new 

treatment options and encourages people to improve and, perhaps, even save their own lives through healthy lifestyle decision 
making. Be Well airs on WVIZ/PBS each Monday at 7:30 pm and Bell Well radio segments are routinely included Tuesday 
mornings at 7:45 am on 90.3 WCPN. Be Well programming is also available on the ideastream website at .ideastream.org/tags/be-
well, and gives access to health information and resources 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.   
 
In April, ideastream launched Healthy People, Healthy Places, Healthy Future. This initiative provides deeper illumination of issues 
and further facilitates civic discussion that enables people in this region to reach a more profound understanding of the potential in 
Northeast Ohio while providing them with relevant and helpful health information tools through social media and community 
engagement activities on radio, television programs, website archives and mobile access options. Stories will arise from 
ideastream conversations in the community with the engagement team hosting a series of diverse neighborhood focus groups that 
will directly inform content efforts across all broadcast streams. 
 
In connection with the launch of the new initiative, ideastream premiered Ken Burns’ Cancer: The Emperor of all Maladies on 
WVIZ/PBS March 30-April 1. The broadcast was part of a multiple media project that explored causes, treatments, survivorship, 
discoveries and disparities related to the disease. Through radio, television, web, social and community events, ideastream 
harnessed the knowledge of experts from leading hospitals and the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center at Case Western 
Reserve University to illuminate the subject through programs and community engagement events. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ideastream.org/tags/be-well
http://www.ideastream.org/tags/be-well


 

2015 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

During 2015, ideastream produced 476 health, science and environment stories and programs, including:  
 

 How a healthy lifestyle and exercise can be beneficial to cancer treatment 

 Northeast Ohio hospital’s report of increased demand for psychiatric and drug addiction treatment 

 Disparities in asthma treatment 

 Cleveland City Council’s resolutions to limit tobacco sales and use 

 Dredging of the Cuyahoga River 

 Intensive cleaning is a key step in managing lead poisoning 
 
Education 

ideastream functions as Ohio’s “largest classroom” with interesting and informative educational programming for all ages.  
WVIZ/PBS ideastream Education Services’ programs encompass a wide range of learning opportunities that include professional 
training and workshops for teachers, at-home and in-class offerings for school children, state-of-the-art distance learning capability 
in the Idea Center ® and creation of in-depth content that covers significant education issues in the state. 
 
The education news initiative, StateImpact Ohio, is a journalistic collaboration between ideastream, WKSU/Kent-Akron and 
WOSU/Columbus that focuses on all aspects of education in Ohio. StateImpact Ohio covered stories on the high price of college 
text books and state schools such as Cleveland State University that are working to find a solution to alleviate that burden on 
students; the Ohio Department of Education’s goal to have middle and high school students more focused on careers through their 
education; Cleveland Metropolitan School District CEO finds positive path in incremental growth; and how race matters according 
to a new study measuring high school teachers’ expectations for black students. 
 
WVIZ/PBS devotes more than 60 hours each week to commercial-free children’s educational programming that not only prepares 
young children for school, but also encourages lifetime learning. The shows in the PBS Kids lineup are perennial favorite viewing 
choices for families, and the affiliated website has many fun and practical ideas and activities that build on the shows’ content to 
deepen learning in an entertaining way. From Clifford the Big Red Dog to WordGirl, both children and adults have fun exploring 
learning together. For example, for the February sweeps period (Jan. 29-Feb. 25), the average audience size in Northeast Ohio 
(according to Trac Media Services) was 9,646 viewers each hour for the 12 weekday hours of each day of children’s programming. 
PBS Kids programs also broadcasts on Saturday and Sunday mornings each week. 
 
WVIZ/PBS ideastream hosted a Get Ready to Graduate: Spotlight on Innovation town hall meeting at the Idea Center ® in late 

March featuring a welcome address from CPB President and CEO Patricia Harrison and a keynote address from national youth 
advocate and bestselling author Wes Moore. ideastream’s Rick Jackson moderated a panel discussion featuring key community 
leaders including Cleveland Metropolitan School District CEO Eric Gordon, Northeast Ohio Council on Higher Education President 
and CEO Rob Briggs and College Now Greater Cleveland Chief Program Officer Dr. Michele Scott Taylor before an audience of 
nearly 150. ideastream production staff recorded the event and created multiple-media segments that aired April 3rd at 8:30pm on 
Ideas on WVIZ/PBS and placed on the Ideas and American Graduate web pages. 
 
In June, the National Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation (NABEF) presented its 2015 Celebration of Service to 
Children Award in the television category to WVIZ/PBS. The awards spotlight television and radio stations for outstanding 
programs, campaigns and public service announcements produced for the benefit of children. WVIZ was singled out for helping to 
generate solutions in Cleveland. Senator Robert Portman presented the award to President and CEO Jerry Wareham in 
Washington, DC. 
 
In October 2015, ideastream hosted the Early Childhood Symposium: Won’t You be Our Neighbor. Educators from across 
Northeast Ohio heard William H. Isler, President and CEO of the Fred Rogers Company, deliver a keynote presentation and lead a 
panel discussion which included Michel Frigale, Vice President, Educational Programming and Services, CPB, and ideastream 
Professional Learning Coordinator Laurie Switzer. Nearly 120 educators attended. 
 
NewsDepth, a current events television program targeted to 3rd-8th graders now in its 49th year, continues to grow in popularity 
among students and teachers around Ohio. It is broadcast on public television stations and it is also available on-line. Google 
Analytics reported that by the end of 2015, the first 12 episodes generated an increase in web traffic on the NewsDepth website 
measuring more than 262,901 page views—this is more than a 50% increase over the entire previous season, which generated 
174,591 views. 
 
The SMART (Science and Mathematics Achievement Required for Tomorrow) Consortium, delivered more than 210 days of 
school-based classroom support in the areas of mathematics, science and English/Language Arts and conducted over 40 
workshops sessions impacting close to 300 educators in Cuyahoga, Lorain and Summit counties. By the end of the year, 
ideastream was in the schools 850 days! 
 

 
 
 



2015 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

During 2015, ideastream aired 261 education-related programs and stories such as: 
 

 Ohio leaders are taking steps to reform the state's charter school system 

 The new Ohio standardized assessment known as the PARCC and a parent boycott movement 

 Civic leaders, labor representatives and educators sign “historic” construction agreement that aims to further diversify 
the local construction workforce, and boost apprenticeship opportunities for high school students 

 Ohio higher education institutions eyeing international students 

 Ohio students will be the first in the country to test out a web-based, interactive curriculum focused on politics, civics and 
government. 

 
Assets and Challenges 

While Northeast Ohio clearly has much to offer—such as excellent parks, lake Erie, arts and culture, excellent academic 
institutions, access to exceptional health care and more—Northeast Ohioans remain concerned about the economy, jobs, 
government and the State of Ohio in general according to The Listening Project. 
 
During 2015, ideastream produced more than 350 stories on the economy and jobs with stories like: 
 

 Business development in Akron in the wake of longtime mayor Don Plusquellic's unexpected resignation 

 Zoning in the city’s Opportunity Corridor 

 Expanded tax breaks for small businesses and a 35-cent tax increase on cigarettes 

 Despite better built roads by Ohio engineers, pothole problems stem from the State’s lack of time and funds 

 How early students should pick their careers 
 

Each weekday on 90.3 WCPN’s The Sound of Ideas® experts and civic leaders in Northeast Ohio discuss topics of importance to 
the region on the radio and statewide on The Ohio Channel. A weekly Friday Reporters Roundtable on Fridays for 90.3 WCPN 
from 9am-10am and WVIZ/PBS’ Ideas from 8:30pm-9pm provides thoughtful analyses of issues of local significance, including in-
depth coverage of elections and election issues. 
 
Among the 780 stories ideastream produced in 2015, topics included: 
 

 Proposed changes in Cleveland’s policeman training 

 Governor John Kasich’s run for president 

 Census numbers showing Cleveland losing population while Columbus gained 

 Marijuana legalization 

 Lawmakers weigh In on impact of same-sex marriage ruling 
 

Our Land, a series produced by 90.3 WCPN host Tony Ganzer, features Cleveland perspectives on community policing, beginning 
always with the same prompt: what should community policing look like, and how far are we from it? 2015 broadcast segments 

included the following: 
 

 A Conversation with the Head of Cleveland’s Community Police Unit 

 A Youth Minister’s Perspective on Community Policing 

 Defining Community Policing 

 Cudell Residents (neighborhood of Tamir Rice, the 12-year old shot by Cleveland Police) Talk about Community Policing 

 Head of Patrolmen’s’ Association Talks about Community Policing 
 

Spotlighting the Region 

ideastream, recognized for producing in-depth features and award-winning special programs, began creating in 2015 
documentaries to spotlight the region. Specials and documentaries explored: the story of Webb C. Ball, an enterprising Cleveland 
jeweler, who saved countless lives by getting the railroads to run on time; the beginnings of The Cleveland Foundation, the 
country’s oldest community foundation, upon its 100th anniversary; the roots of Karamu House, the country’s oldest African 
American theater, also celebrating its 100th anniversary; the Cleveland Playhouse, founded in 1915 and America’s first 
professional regional theatre; and the ground-breaking community collaboration in 2015 to realize the Violins of Hope Cleveland, a 
project celebrating a collection of violins that survived the Holocaust. The documentaries On the Ball: The Story about Webb C. 
Ball and the Railroad Watch, Enduring Trust: The History and Aspirations of The Cleveland Foundation aired in 2015.  The others 
are slated to run in 2016. (Violins of Hope Cleveland: Strings of the Holocaust premiered on WVIZ/PBS on February 8, 2016 and 
will be offered to other PBS stations nationwide.) 
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STORIES OF IMPACT 

American Graduate: Let’s Make It 
Happen  
National youth advocate and best-selling author Wes Moore delivers 
a keynote address at this March 2015 symposium related to 
lowering school drop-out rates. Moore praised Cleveland for its 12% 
increase in graduation rates over the last three years. CPB 
President and CEO Patricia Harrison, who delivered the welcome 
address, participated in a panel discussion, moderated by 
ideastream host Rick Jackson, that included Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District CEO Eric Gordon, Northeast Ohio Council on Higher 
Education President and CEO Rob Briggs and Cleveland d Now 
Greater Cleveland Chief Program Officer Dr. Michelle Scott Taylor. 
 
 

                                  

Healthy People, Healthy Places, Healthy 
Future 
Be Well, created in 2009, includes various offerings around Cancer 
during March and April 2015 beginning with the premiere of Ken 
Burns’ Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies. ideastream produced 

15 television stories, 12 radio features, one Twitter chat, and three 
exclusive web panel discussions. The Civic Commons held a panel 
discussion in connection with the Burns special. This photo captures 
ideastream producer Kay Colby interviewing a patient for a feature 
on integrating early palliative care into treatment for some advanced 
cancers.  

 

                                  

 
Cleveland Connects 
The 2015 Cleveland Connects forum series, sponsored by PNC, 
and in partnership with cleveland.com and The Plain Dealer and 
ideastream, focused on the science, best practices and economics 
of early childhood education. As an encore to his keynote address, 
Bill Isler, Chief Executive Officer, The Fred Rogers Company, spoke 
to an intimate group of 45 Northeast Ohio educators attending 
Makerspace, a hands-on SMART Consortium Professional 
Development presentation coordinated by the executive director of 
communications and technology at a Greater Cleveland area school 
district. 
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                        Photo credit: Roger Mastroianni           
Violins of Hope Cleveland 
ideastream was among six other leading non-profit cultural, 
education and media organizations from Northeast Ohio that 
came together in fall 2015 to create an unprecedented 
community collaboration centered on a collection of violins 
that survived the Holocaust and had been painstakingly 
restored by Israeli master violin maker Amnon Weinstein. 

 

Partnerships: 
The Cleveland Orchestra, Case Western Reserve University, 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, Facing History and 
Ourselves, the Jewish Federation of Cleveland, the Maltz 
Museum of Jewish Heritage and ideastream joined together 
to bring the violins to Cleveland for a multi-faceted project. 
The partners created an extraordinary season of community-
wide events involving musical performances, educational 
programs and a major exhibition to enable the community to 
hear the violins played by world-class musicians, to see them 
in a stunning exhibition and to learn their individual stories.  

 

Reach in the Community:  
Through television, radio and the web, ideastream 
documented, reported on and delivered programs relating to 
the many dimensions and activities of this once-in-a-lifetime 
project that reached thousands of Northeast Ohioans and 
beyond. In addition to streaming live broadcasts, ideastream 
recorded concerts, events and interviews with Amnon 
Weinstein and essential community leaders for use in a 
documentary entitled Violins of Hope: Strings of the 
Holocaust. The documentary, narrated by Academy-award 
winning actor Adrian Brody, will be offered to PBS stations 
nationwide in 2016. 

 

Impact and Community Feedback: 
900 music patrons attended the sold-out, opening concert of 
the Maltz Performing Arts Center at Case Western Reserve 
University featuring The Cleveland Orchestra and Israeli 
violinist Shlomo Mintz under the direction of Music Director 
Franz Welser-Möst. At the same time, more than 21,000 
people viewed the live premiere and encore broadcasts on 
WVIZ/PBS, and more than 3,500 viewed the concert on 
demand at www.ideastream.org.   
 
 
ideastream has strengthened our community and 
participates in seeing Cleveland develop from a steel and 
factory town to a city of outstanding culture, education 
and medicine.  – Milton Maltz, one of the visionary 
community leaders who spearheaded Violins of Hope 
Cleveland 

 

http://www.ideastream.org/
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SUMMARY  

                                  

In 2015, WVIZ/PBS celebrated its 50th anniversary of providing 

programming and public service through news, public affairs, children’s 

programming and entertainment with community outreach activities. 

Events for families included KidsDays at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo in 

May and opening the Idea Center during Downtown Cleveland Alliance’s 

annual WinterFest the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Northeast Ohioans 

were invited to help celebrate and meet many popular PBS Kids 

characters such as Cat in the Hat, Clifford the Big Red Dog, Curious 

George, Daniel Tiger, Peg + Cat and WordGirl. As WVIZ/PBS Station 

Manager Peg Neeson remarked, “WVIZ/PBS devotes 12 hours each 

weekday to children’s programming, so during our 50th anniversary it’s 

wonderful that we can celebrate with one of our most important groups of 

viewers: kids and their parents.” 


