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Summer 2017 – Environment 
 

This year, ideastream is partnering with the Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute 
(“CRI”) to augment the ideastream quarterly Listening Project surveys. The CRI will field four surveys 
using Listening Project themes and questions. The CRI’s surveys will be conducted among a 
representative sampling of 500+ respondents from the Northeast Ohio region, spread across demographics 
such as age, geography, race and annual household income.  
 
For the fiscal quarter July 1 – September 30, 2017, ideastream focused its Listening Project survey on 
Environment, a top challenge identified by participants in the annual Listening Project Assets & 
Challenges survey.  
 
The ideastream survey was completed by 181 anonymous respondents who answered 11 questions. For 
the majority of the questions, respondents selected an answer from a series of multiple-choice options and 
provided additional thoughts in a comments section.  
 
The CRI survey was completed by 504 adults in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage and 
Summit Counties using online panel data with quotas in place for gender and age. Additional 
demographic data for respondents included:  
 
- For 31%, a high school diploma, GED, or some college was the highest level of education they achieved; for 

47%, a 2 or 4 year college degree was the highest level of education they achieved; 21% have achieved a 
doctoral or professional degree; 1% have not received a high school diploma. 
 

- 32% have an annual household income of $50,000 or less; 42% had an annual household income of $50,001 - 
$100,000; 15% had an annual household income of $100,001 - $150,000; 11% had an annual household income 
$150,000 or greater. 

 
- 86% identified as white/non-Hispanic; 7% identified as African American; 2% identified as white/Hispanic; 2% 

identified as Asian; fewer than 1% identified as Native American or Other; 1% identified as bi- or multiracial 
 

- 30% identified as Liberal or Very Liberal; 41% identified as Moderate; 29% identified Conservative or Very 
Conservative. 
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Question 1: Many people tell us the environment is an important concern. There are 
many issues or topics that can be included under the banner of the environment. 
Thinking about the community where you live, would you say each of the following 
topics is very important, important, somewhat important or not very important to you.  
 
ideastream survey results 

 

   
 

Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results 
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Question 2: Here is a list of some different environmental problems. Which 
problem, if any, do you think is the most important for the Northeast Ohio region? 
Please choose up to three problems.   
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Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
 
This question was not included in the CRI survey. 
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Question 3: Which environmental problem, if any, affects you and your family the 
most? Please choose up to three problems. 
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Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
 
This question was not included in the CRI survey. 
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Question 4: Do you think Lake Erie is more, less or equally polluted as it was ten 
years ago?  

 
ideastream survey results 

 

 
 
 

Question 5: Do you think the Cuyahoga River is more, less or equally polluted as it 
was ten years ago?  
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Question 6: What best describes your opinion about climate change?  
 
ideastream survey results 

 

 
 
Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results 
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Question 7: In which of the following ways is climate change affecting Northeast 
Ohio? Please select all that apply. 

 
ideastream survey results 
 

 
 

Comments 
 

“The trees on my property are subject to more stress from climate change with longer wet or dry 
periods, and warmer times that allow more diseases to weaken them.  Many older trees with much more 
life to them are dying off early.” 
 
“Over the past few years, we have definitely noticed changes in how much earlier our perennials bloom 
in spring and in winter, that there is little to no snow in December.” 
 
“There is no clear evidence to link climate change to any changes in NE Ohio other than changes in 
phenology.” 
 
Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
 
This question was not included in the CRI survey. 
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Question 8: How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements?  
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Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
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Question 9: When thinking about how the Northeast Ohio region takes care of its 
environment and natural resources, to what extend do you feel …?  
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Question 10: In the past 12 months, have you made a special effort to … 
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Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
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Question 11: What stories about the environment do you think ideastream should 
cover?  
 
ideastream survey results 
 
Responses below are provided exactly as written by survey respondents and are not edited for spelling, grammar 
or punctuation.  
 
“Groups and events that are helping and ones people can join, how to join them, how to create them. 
What to do if you see issues. Help influence creation of smaller events people can join last minute that 
could be organized by students in forestry & recreation, possibly in partnership with the Metroparks. 
Educate on indigenous species and how to safely begin removing non-indigenous. How people can help 
influence against ag runoff, and any steps that are being taken. Recycling programs, haz waste 
collections, education on home haz waste and chema and easy ways to dispose or avoid.” 
 
“Superfund sites, stories like the Arco dump in East Cleveland, the terrible air pollution in the industrial 
valley particularly the effects on tremont and Slavic village thanks to arcelormittal, and the effects of 
suburban sprawl”  
 
“Watershed and green space planning issues regarding suburban development.”  
 
“More recycling efforts - getting people to actually recycle. Educating people not to litter.”  
 
“Algae blooms & dead zones in Lake Erie”  
 
“Stories on climate change and its local effect on Lake Erie.” 
 
“Plant private gardens to grow bee friendly flowers, set out humminbird feeders, various nature 
encouraging steps easy to do to encourage positive environmental change to combat gmo negative 
impacts” 
 
“Ideas for reducing eliminating packaging.  Most of what I recycle is packaging materials around 
groceries, toiletries, etc.” 
 
“Any stories that bring awareness of environmental problems and ways to remedy these problems.  
Stories in preserving land and farmland in Ohio.” 
 
“Lights-out Cleveland, the fact that wind turbines kill birds too, and why do builders have to cut down 
every tree to build new homes.” 
 
“Things that can be done at an individual and community level to improve the environment. How 
climate change affects us here in Northeast Ohio.”  
 
“Fracking, Lake Erie water contamination and quality, advancements in sustainability technology, ways 
to limit your own footprint.”  
 
“The real sources of air pollution in the region, That is, the Avon, Bay Shore, and Monroe coal plants.  
Also how these plants are the primary source of Mercury pollution in Lake Erie.” 
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“The fact that Ohio's air quality is 5th worst in the nation.  Ways to decrease the amount of garbage we 
create.  Using used & recycled clothing and products.No one covers the Vibrant NEO 2040 plan for 
Northeast Ohio too much.  There needs to be advocacy at local, state (Columbus) and federal 
(Washington) levels for balanced growth.  This plan for such balanced growth seeks to concentrate 
development in our region’s traditional city and town centers.  The plan keeps almost all of Geauga 
County, as well as many other smaller areas of Northeast Ohio, as green areas.  However, such a plan 
has few local state or federal level teeth or advocates behind it and our current Geauga County 
Commissioners actively campaign against it. The largest contributor Greenhouse gases worldwide seems 
to be the world’s current agricultural practice with its orientation towards supporting meat, dairy, and 
poultry consumption.  The local Cleveland Vegan society holds an annual event, the VegFest, at the 
convention center here in Cleveland and has much information on this. The society also has access to 
national and international sources of information who actually come to Cleveland annually for the 
VegFest and might be amenable to Idea stream interviews on the topic.”     
 
“Why it's important to focus on watershed health at a local level.  Educate us more about recycling...how 
does it work.  Lots of people say "it all goes to the same place as the trash"  How climate change causes 
the extreme weather we have....why?” 
 
“PIPELINE-stopping battles.  This should be front & center, non-stop, right now.    If any of these were 
up for statewide votes, they would not get 51% approval; they can't bribe 51% of us.  Halting fracking, 
company by company, starting with BP, is exactly where the coverage should be.  (BP wouldn't miss 
their fracking business, if they decided to cut their losses, get out, and set the right example.)” 
 
“Everything about Lake Erie water quality and invasive species.  Lead poisoning of children.” 
 
“Environment actions people are taking within the community and advertising them so others can get 
involved, discuss facts and figures of what's happening locally, so people can better gauge the impact of 
their doings (either good or bad)”  
 
“Agricultural run off into Lake Erie is an issue.  Farmers are not bearing the true cost of producing 
product when they carelessly let fertilizers drain off into rivers and lakes.  The public bears that cost 
whether it is financial or reduced viability of the lake for recreation/fishing etc.  Additionally, there 
needs to more attention paid to preventing asian carp from getting into the watershed.  Finally, there is a 
wealth of unused infrastructure that simply needs to be "cleaned up" for use that can benefit all of in the 
form of tax revenue and jobs once made productive.” 
 
“More on the sewage issues, particularly why the chosen infrastructure changes were/are implemented 
to "help" the lake. Also more on Class II waste injection wells in Portage Cty. TX!” 
 
“More on lead- poor people cannot fight this on their own.  More on sustainable lawns and gardens- we 
can't keep killing pollinators and washing chemicals into our rivers.” 
 
“I believe the greatest environmental improvement could be accomplished by decreasing our 
dependence or preference for transportation by automobile. Ohio is nearly last in the nation in per capita 
spending on mass transit. Our laws favor road building. Cleveland's air quality problems are most 
aggravated by vehicular traffic.    I once sat at a bus shelter and watched traffic go by. I would say over 
80% of what I saw was a car with one occupant, the driver. They didn't look happy either.  Mass transit 
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is extremely vulnerable to a downward spiral, i.e. less revenue leads to service cuts leads to rider 
exodus, etc. Mass transit needs to be treated as first choice rather than last resort. Perhaps RTA could 
secure funds to try out a few routes at very high frequency, say <10 min apart in rush our, < 15 minutes 
other times, and see if ridership improves.”  
 
“Are we still cleaning up lake Erie? If so, what steps are we taking and how are they effective?  Also 
how long will it take to get it to negligible levels of pollutants?”      
 
“I'd like to see more coverage on why climate change matters. It seems like a lot of people simply don't 
care because they don't think it effects them. Tell the story of why they're wrong, the economic impact, 
the national security threat of it, and what we, as individuals, can do to help.”  
 
“It would be interesting to hear from volunteers - I know a lot of people who want to help, but who say 
they don't have time or don't know how to get started. A weekly segment or blog post to highlight a 
specific org could be useful.”  
 
“I believe that there should be coverage in terms of the repopulation of species whose populations have 
been diminished in or extirpated from the northeast Ohio region.  Some species that fall under this 
category include brown bears (who are slowly making a recovery), porcupines, and wolves.  
Conservation success stories such as the turkey and white tailed deer could be visited along with these.” 
 
“Local stories concerning our rivers and lakes, stories dealing with farming methods, stories about 
efforts at environmental cleanup projects from small city lots to large suburban parcels, and stories that 
highlight weather related impacts on environmental issues.” 
 
“You know, given that many of the most visible changes in our part of the country actually appear 
positive (rain, longer growing season), it's hard to say, "oh, do stories on local stuff."  But where do 
people in NE Ohio vacation?  Do stories on the impacts on beaches in the Carolinas, or look to what's 
going to happen in Miami.  I have traveled much and have a larger appreciation for what's happening in 
other parts of the world, but so many people don't know and don't care about what's happening more 
than 25 miles away.  Makes me sad.” 

 
 
Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute results  
 
This question was not included in the CRI survey. 


