
Watch on WVIZ/PBS Wednesdays at 
7:30pm and Fridays at 4:30am and 1pm.
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If you’re a child—and, even if you’re an adult—the news 
can be scary, confusing or boring. And sometimes it’s all 
three. But, of course, we all need to know what is going 
on in our world.

That’s the idea behind WVIZ/PBS ideastream Education’s 
program NewsDepth: To connect Ohio students to current 
events in a way that is educational and engaging. 

“NewsDepth is a safe space for students to get the 
news…without scary images,” said Linda Williams, 
Senior Director, Education, ideastream. “And, each 
weekly program is designed to be an instructional 
multiple media package that responds to Ohio’s Learning 
Standards and expectations for College and Career 
Readiness.”

The NewsDepth “package” is delivered in a variety of 
ways so teachers can use the program to meet their 
individual classroom’s needs. Some classes may have 
a special time each week that they gather to watch 
an entire episode. Or, educators may use a program 
segment—about the recent Climate Change Conference, 
for example—to support a specific topic they’re teaching.  

During its more than 45 years, NewsDepth has 
continued to evolve and improve, inspired by updated 
instructional standards and new technologies. In 
fact, this past summer the NewsDepth instructional 
design team initiated its most transformative changes. 
Using input gathered from educators and students, 
enhancements were made to the on-air graphic look 
and educational content. The website was also updated 
to offer more opportunities for student engagement and 
practice of digital literacy skills.

Host/Producer Rick Jackson introduces each story, 
visually strengthened by bold, new graphics, inviting 
viewers to interact with the program via a new 
NewsDepth Inbox, email, letters, Twitter, and a survey.

NewsDepth is made possible in part by a grant from the 
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation and the Broadcast 
Educational Media Commission.

The TV news kids actually 
want to watch

Visit  
newsdepth.ideastream.org  

to download episodes,  

stream online, get schedule  

info and more.

http://www.ideastream.org/programs/newsdepth


Face-to-Face Learning

ideastream Education will travel to your building to 
facilitate a Google Study Group to assist 
administrators and teachers in becoming Google 
Certified Educators.

DATES: Each school selects dates and times 
that are convenient for staff and total 16 hours. 

$975/building (Maximum of 12 participants)

Graduate credit available for an additional fee.

DATES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE.  
Each book study is completed in four weeks.

$130/book
One graduate credit is also available per book for an additional fee.

Educators are invited to participate in 
online book studies that provide 
insight into topics that expand under-
standing of students and/or create 
connections to classroom content.

ideastream.org/learning 

Visit ideastream.org/education
for additional professional learning opportunities, graduate credit options and more!

Based on the book by Steven 
Johnson and the recent PBS 
series, this course explores 
the power and legacy of great 
ideas. Topics in the series 
include why and how ideas 
happen. Explore the history 
of innovation over centuries, 
tracing facets of modern life 
(refrigeration, clocks, and 
eyeglass lenses) from their 
creation to their unintended 
historical consequences. 

Wes Moore overcame early 
challenges to become a 
Rhodes Scholar, decorated 
combat veteran, White House 
Fellow, and business leader. 
In this, his second book, he 
shares lessons from his life 
journey that have shaped his 
success.

A copy of this book is provided 
FREE with registration.

ONLINE LEARNING BOOK STUDY 
COURSES:

•  Boys Adrift by Leonard Sax
•  Odd Girl Out by Rachel Simmons
• The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore
• Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee
• To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Online Learning

ideastream.org/online 

MORE

Digital Assessments Tools
Explore free digital resources that allow 
educators to perform summative assessments. 

K–8 teachers are invited to spend a day learning how 
to transform their classroom into a makerspace using 
existing materials.  

THU, APRIL 7 | 9:00am–3:00pm 

$57/person on site OR 
$207/building via video conference

The Study
Group Hits the Road!

Classroom 
Makerspace 
Day   

TUE, APRIL 5 
4:30–7:30pm 

Idea Center® 
at Playhouse 
Square 
$105/person 

BOOK
STUDIES



Visit ideastream.org/education
for additional professional learning opportunities, graduate credit options and more!

Distance Learning

ideastream.org/distance

Connect students, grades 7–12, to biomedical 
researchers and STEM careers through a series 
of live WVIZ/PBS ideastream Education Distance 
Learning experiences. This series is aligned with 
state and national science standards and is offered 
FREE to all interested schools through support from 
a Science Education Partnership Award Grant. Each 
of the following programs will dynamically deliver 
ways that biomedical research and programs are 
positively impacting the health and wellness of 
Cleveland-area residents:

NUTRITION
TUES, February 2 | 1:00–2:00pm

EXERCISE
TUES, March 1 | 1:00–2:00pm

GENETICS
TUES, April 19 | 1:00–2:00pm

BIOMEDTECH

STEM 2016 SERIES

The ideastream Education Advisory Council Steering 
Committee is currently accepting nominations to 
highlight and honor the exemplary practices of a 
few educators who are successfully integrating 
instructional technology into teaching and learning 
to foster student success.

Teachers and administrators are invited to submit a 
nomination of an educator who meets the criteria.  
Self-nominations will also be accepted. 

N O M I N AT E  N O W ! 
ideastream.org/education

Questions? Contact laurie.switzer@ideastream.org

The Steering Committee will select three educators to 
present their best practices and be honored during the 
2016 Innovative Educator Presentation, which is a part of 
the April 19, 2016 ideastream Education Advisory Council 
Meeting to be held at the Idea Center at Playhouse Square.

Are you a preK–12 educator? Then you should register for a FREE account to begin 
connecting to over 100,000 quality digital assets searchable by grade, subject, and 
content standard. Sign Up: ideastream.org/education#resources

Workshops are Step Up To Quality and ODJFS
APPROVED for two contact hours each.

2016 Workshop Topics:

WORKSHOP 1: Professionalism and Ethics in Early 
Childhood Programs

WORKSHOP 2: Building Partnerships between 
Families and Early Childhood Professionals

WORKSHOP 3: Including Children with Special 
Needs in Early Childhood Programs

ideastream Education will be offering workshops at 
various locations in Northeast Ohio, February–May, 
2016. Details and Registration: OPDN.ORG

FREE Ohio Ready To 
Learn Workshops for 
early childhood teachers 
and caregivers

ideastream Education /American Graduate Partners to Present the

Growing a Healthy Community Series
John Bridgeland, President and CEO of Civic 
Enterprises, will provide the keynote address during 
a forum at ideastream on Monday, January 25, 
2016. This event will serve as the kickoff of the 
three-part series, Growing a Healthy Community, 
hosted in partnership with the Maxine Goodman 
Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State 
University and Third Federal Foundation. 

Following Mr. Bridgeland’s comments, there will be 
a panel discussion featuring Akram Boutros, MD, 
President and CEO, The MetroHealth System; Eric 
Gordon, CEO, Cleveland Metropolitan School District; 
Marc Stefanski, Chairman and CEO, Third Federal 
Savings and Loan; and Jerry Wareham, President 
and CEO, ideastream. 

For more  
information visit  
ideastream.org/
education

Early Childhood

2 0 16  i d e a s t r e a m  E d u c a t i o n

mailto:laurie.switzer@ideastream.org
http://www.ideastream.org/americangraduate
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at the 2015 Technology + Learning Conference

This one-day, sold-out professional learning conference 
closed with three of Northeast Ohio’s finest instructional 
technology integrationists—including Stephanie 
DeMichele, Instructional Technology Coordinator, 
Wickliffe City Schools—presenting inspiring, short talks.

ideastream Early Childhood 
Symposium: Won’t You Be 
Our Neighbor?
William H. Isler, President and 
CEO of the Fred Rogers Company 
(above), delivers a keynote 
and leads a panel discussion 
concerning the science, best 
practices, and economics of early 
childhood education.
View:  
ideastream.org/neighbor

Contact
WVIZ/PBS ideastream  
Education Staff

Linda J. Williams, Ph.D.
Senior Director
linda.williams@ideastream.org

Dawn Arrington 
Program Coordinator 
dawn.arrington@ideastream.org 

Christopher Crawford
Program Coordinator 
christopher.crawford@ideastream.org 

Ann Ebersole
Online Learning Coordinator
ann.ebersole@ideastream.org

Michael J. Edelman
Professional Learning Manager
SMART Consortium
michael.edelman@ideastream.org

John Ramicone
NOTA/Distance Learning Director
john.ramicone@ideastream.org

Eric Siler
Professional Learning Coordinator– 
Educational Technology
eric.siler@ideastream.org

Laurie Switzer
Professional Learning Coordinator– 
PreK-16 Outreach and Special Projects  
laurie.switzer@ideastream.org

Greg Wasil
Executive Administrative Assistant
greg.wasil@ideastream.org

Mary Fecteau
Educational Multimedia
mary.fecteau@ideastream.org

Stephanie Jarvis
Educational Multimedia
stephanie.jarvis@ideastream.org

/wvizeducation

@wvizeducation

Like us!

Tweet us!

REL Midwest and its School Turnaround Alliance filmed a one-hour public television  
special on school turnaround leadership. The featured speakers included Kerstin Le Floch, 
Ph.D., a managing researcher at American Institutes for Research (AIR); Carlas McCauley, 
Ed.D., Director of the Center on School Turnaround; and Melissa Watts, the principal of 
Robinson G. Jones Elementary School in Cleveland. Taishya Adams, a senior consultant 
and AIR and alliance lead for REL Midwest’s School Turnaround Research Alliance, 
moderated the discussion.
A link to the program will be featured in an upcoming ideastream Education eNewsletter.

At American Institutes for Research 

Partners with ideastream Education to Film 
Making Connections:  
Leading School Improvement

The Midwest Regional Education Laboratory  
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