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Who are we?

Canopy Child Advocacy Center is a
community-based partnership committed to
providing a collaborative, multidisciplinary
team (MDT) response to the prevention,
investigation, assessment, prosecution, and
treatment of child abuse cases in Cuyahoga
County.

Vision
We envision a community where children are safe,
families are resilient, and those affected by child
abuse are empowered to heal and thrive.

Mission

Our mission is to serve children and families
affected by child abuse through a mutil-
disciplinary partnership focused on safety,
healing, and well-being.



Ohio Mandatory Reporting Law

If you come into contact with a child who has
suffered, or faces a threat of any physical or
mental wound, injury, disability, or other
condition that reasonably indicates abuse or
neglect, you must immediately file a report.

This applies to any:

Child under 18

Person under 21 with a developmental
disability or physical impairment

Ohio law states that a report should be made if
you have "reason to believe" that abuse or
neglect is occurring.  Physical proof or other
validation is not required.



Who is a Mandated Reporter?

According to the Ohio Revised Code Section
2151.421, people in the following professions must
immediately report any knowledge or suspicion of
child abuse or neglect: 

Attorneys
Audiologists

Child care workers
Children services personnel

Coroners
Day care personnel

Dentists
Health care professionals

Nurses
Peace officers, including police, sheriff's deputies,

and highway patrol officers
Physicians, including hospital interns and residents

Podiatrists
Psychiatrists

School authorities, employees, and teachers
Social workers

Speech pathologists
Agent of a county humane society

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2151.421


What are Different Forms of Child
Abuse?

Sexual abuse is any sexual activity involving children
who are not of the age or developmental capacity to
consent to such activity. This includes verbal sexual
harassment, fondling of sexual organs, penile or
digital penetration, pornography, and exposing a
child to sexualized objects and/or materials.

Neglect is another form of child maltreatment
and occurs when a parent or caregiver fails to
act on behalf of a child. A child who does not
receive adequate food, shelter, clothing, medical
care, safety, or education may be neglected.

Physical abuse is a violent act inflicted against a
child.

Emotional abuse is chronic acts that interfere
with the psychological development of a child.



What Signs to Look for in Remote
Learning

Issues with physical appearance including
bruising, marks, injuries, poor hygiene, dirty or
unkept clothing.

Issues with the environment including signs of
violence, drugs, alcohol, and family dysfunction.

Behavior problems including change in mood or
presentation, distress, and outcries of abuse.

Lack of supervision including no access to a
responsible adult and the adult’s level of
involvement (age and/or developmental
capacities of the child need to be taken into
account when observing supervision).

Engagement changes including lack of
participation, a change in interactions, and
communication changes.



Checking in Questions and
Observations to Help Determine
How Things are Going at Home

1. What did you have for breakfast? For lunch? For dinner? 
2. What was the best part of your day? 
3. What was the hardest part of your day? 
4. What do you like about being home from school?
 5. What do you miss about not going to school? 
6. How is your family? Does your family need anything right
now?
 7. Have you talked to other family members recently? How are
they doing? 
8. Are you getting to sleep in since you don’t have to get ready
for school? How are you sleeping? 
9. I know you like to ______, have you been able to continue it? 
10. I noticed/it was shared you have been struggling. How can I
help? 
11. I’m hearing some noises in the background, what else is
happening at your house today?
 12. I saw someone walk by the screen. Who is home with you
today?



If this is your first year with the child take time
to identify who their caregivers are and their
caregivers work and responsibilities. 

Identify the child’s habits in regards to eating,
sleeping, and learning. 

Identify the child's favorite activities, likes and
dislikes.

Take notes as you engage with them to record
what their regular presentation and behavior
appears to be.

These observations create a baseline and aid in
helping you identify concerns if their regular
presentation or behavior becomes altered in
any way.

Helpful Tips



 You saw, or have a report of, illicit drugs/paraphernalia or
other safety concerns within the home.  

You believe the child, adult, or caregiver is under the
influence of drugs or alcohol.

 You’ve noticed unexplained bruising, welts, cuts, or
other injuries on a child, adult, or caregiver.

 The child presents drastically different from the past
(significant weight loss, change in hygiene, aggressive
behavior, depressed, despondent, etc.).

 The child misses classes or appointments and you have
multiple, documented attempts to engage the child’s
family/caregiver. 

You have made multiple, documented attempts to
reach a child/ family/caregiver and they have gone
unanswered or ignored. 

You have exhausted all opportunities to make contact
(phone call, text, email, emergency contact).

When Should You Make a Report?



How to Make a Report

Suspected child abuse or neglect should be reported to
Cuyahoga County Family and Children Services 

Call the 24-hour Child Abuse Hotline at 216-696-KIDS
(5437)

Email Protecting-Cuyahoga-Kids@jfs.ohio.gov

Dial 911 for an immediate threats to life and safety



Learn More about Child Abuse and
Prevention

Cuyahoga County Children and Family Services

(https://hhs.cuyahogacounty.us/divisions/detail/children-
and-family-services)

Canopy Child Advocacy Center 

(http://www.canopycac.org/)

Domestic Violence and Child Advocacy Center 

(https://dvcac.org/)

Follow Canopy on social media!

@canopycac

@canopycac

Canopy Child Advocacy Center 

https://hhs.cuyahogacounty.us/programs/report-abuse-or-neglect
http://www.canopycac.org/
http://www.canopycac.org/
https://dvcac.org/
https://www.facebook.com/canopycac
https://twitter.com/canopycac
https://www.instagram.com/canopycac/

