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[Child Announcer] NewsDepth is a presentation of WVIZ, PBS, Ideastream Education, and is 
made possible by a grant from the Martha Holden Jennings Foundation.


[Rick] Coming up next on NewsDepth: Why are grape growers picking early this year? We'll tell 
ya. Plus we're following some fierce tropical storms across the globe. There's an open seat on 
the Supreme Court. Nick will explain. And should classroom treats be banned? We want your 
opinion. NewsDepth is now. 


The east coast is coping with a copious quantity of storm water. 


Hello everyone, I'm Rick Jackson. 


Hurricane Florence landed in the Carolinas last Friday. The storm was downgraded to a 
category 1 storm just before landing, but that still carries winds with speeds of 74 to 95 miles 
per hour. But the real issue this time around has been the rain and flooding. 


Around 1.7 million folks there were warned to evacuate the area last week, in preparation for 
the storm. Evacuate means to remove someone from a dangerous place. Reporter Omar 
Jimenez visited New Bern, North Carolina, where even more rain was making cleanup 
impossible.


[Resident] This storm's like a house guest who doesn't want to leave.


[Omar] That sentiment is one shared by thousands across the state as they continued 
to get hammered three days after hurricane Florence made landfall, now a tropical 
depression. The National Hurricane Center says southeast North Carolina could see up 
to 40 inches of rain.


[Resident 2] I jumped up, shined a flashlight out here. The water was already up to that 
first step. Time I turn around and get back in the house, the water was already halfway. 
Time I can run out here and get the truck, it was that deep.


[Omar] Many rivers have yet to crest, which officials warn will cause even more damage 
over the next couple of days once they do. More than one million people are under 
mandatory evacuation orders, and at least 1,000 swift water rescues have been carried 
out in North Carolina alone. 600 roads in the state have flooded out or were made 
impassible by debris, prompting officials to ask motorists to avoid driving through the 
state altogether if possible.


[Official] Residents who may feel like venturing out themselves could be involved in a 
flash flood scenario, which could potentially place them in harm's way.


[Rick] Thanks Omar. When big storms hit, our first thought normally goes to the people 
impacted, not the plants. But in Virginia, grape growers were keenly aware their crop would be 
impacted by the storm, so they began harvest early. Reporter Lowell Rose checked in with 
them.


[Lowell] The rush is on to harvest grapes on this 75 acre vineyard.




- As you know, Florence is coming in, and we're trying to get in as many grapes as we 
can before it gets here, 'cause what we're hearing is it's gonna stay stationary and just 
drench the area.


[Lowell] Too much rain could be a problem for wine makers.


- What happens is the berries soak up all the water, then they explode, and then they 
rot, so we would lose the crop.


[Lowell] Grape vine by grape vine, these workers and volunteers are on a mission to 
finish before the storm.


- You know, the good thing is we've been through it before in 2003 and 2011, so 
arguably we're much better prepared to deal with these sort of challenging 
circumstances.


[Lowell] Considering all of the rain this year, the owner of Keswick Vineyards is 
concerned but optimistic.


- Well, yeah, this isn't fun. Last year was a perfect year. That would have been great. 
This year I guess we're making up for it. But we want to make a quality wine every year 
that we can, so when we have years like this there's different things we can do to 
improve the quality.


- It does mean a little bit more intuitive wine making, maybe a bit more sort of chemistry 
based than hands-off, a little bit more manipulation on our part and intervention, but the 
ultimate product should be quite fine, actually.


[Rick] Thank you, Lowell. Grape harvest is also underway here in Ohio, with late harvest lasting 
until the end of this month. Hurricane Florence wasn't the only major storm impacting the globe 
this past week. 


Typhoon Mangkhut tore through the Philippine Sea at the end of last week, striking with the 
power of a category five storm. About 300 people in the U.S. territory of Guam were displaced 
when the storm made its way past. A U.S. territory is an area that's under the control of the 
United States but is not a state. 


The typhoon then headed west towards the island country of the Philippians and mainland 
Asia, rated as the strongest storm on the planet this year. There are fears that the death toll in 
the Philippines may climb even higher, as rescuers scramble to find people who were likely 
buried by landslides. 


In case you might be wondering what the difference is between hurricanes and typhoons, turns 
out it's just their location. Depending where a tropical storm takes place will determine if it's 
called a hurricane, a typhoon, or even a cyclone. 


Southwest Florida waters have been dealing with a different type of storm. A toxic algal bloom 
known as red tide has been devastating the coastline and wildlife there. Algae is a simple plant 
that grows in water. It can range from tiny single cell plants to larger seaweeds. Reporter Bill 
Weir headed to Florida to see the bloom first-hand.


[Bill] Normally, a voyage like this is filled with relaxed anticipation, but these days a trip 
of off Florida's gulf coast brings only boat-fulls of dread. Toxic algae is blooming like 
mad here, and you can see and smell the result everywhere, onshore and off. A dolphin 
sighting that would normally inspire wonder ... Oh, there's two right there! Now only 
makes you worry. Whoa, there he is, he's right here! Look at this. Wow, you can really 



feel it in your nostrils, in your sinuses, in the back of your throat. It's like a mild pepper 
spray when this algae gets up in the air. And so if we can feel that discomfort, yo gotta 
wonder what it's like to be a dolphin in a red tide like this. Oh, there he is. Their 
blowhole is just inches beneath the surface. This is the villain right here, this is the red 
tide.


[Scientist] Yeah, and this one down here on the bottom.


[Bill] The algae that causes red tides occurs naturally in salt water, but human activity on 
land can make the situation much, much worse.


- Well they love nitrogen and phosphorus.


[Bill] Which are fertilizers, yeah.


- Yeah.


[Bill] That's burning sugar or is that--


- It's processing sugar.


[Bill] They're processing sugar. Generations of sugarcane farming has altered the 
chemistry of Lake Okeechobee and the health of the Everglades. In wet season, Florida 
dumps a massive amount of water into the most delicate ecosystems, while in dry 
season that water is diverted to farms and cities: great for the economy, horrible for the 
environment.


- You have a natural phenomenon called red tide, as Mike said, but you have the 
nitrogen then coming in and giving it a booster shot.


- And now these scientists from Florida Gulf Coast University are testing water up to 20 
miles offshore, looking for the definitive proof that America's sugar habit is also making 
red tides worse. You're look for the smoking gun.


- I'm looking for smoking gun.


- I think we also have to realize that collectively we got to this point. It took 70 years, 80 
years to get to where we are now, and it's gonna take a while to work our way out of it.


[Bill] Back on a beach that should be full of tourists, I find only cleanup crews, many of 
them unpaid volunteers. You live in Tennessee?


- Absolutely.


[Bill] Did you come out here just to do this?


- Absolutely I did.


[Bill] You're kidding, really?


- I did, I did.


[Bill] Have you seen red tides this bad before?


- I have not.




[Rick] Thanks Bill. It's not just Florida that deals with algal blooms. Here in Ohio, Lake Erie also 
experiences an abundance of algae. Over the summer the bloom began, and right now most of 
it is concentrated in Sandusky and Maumee Bays. That's according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. Last year's bloom was pretty bad, and the forecast for this 
year is only slightly better. 


At the request of Clara from Olmsted Falls, let's turn to some government news now. Clara 
wrote to us: "I would like for my school and kids "to learn more about politics and other sorts. 
Only because when I grow up I want to be a politician. So please write about politics." 


Well it just so happens that some big hearings have been underway in the nation's capital. 
Anthony Kennedy, a longtime Justice on the United States Supreme Court, announced this 
summer that he's retiring from his job as a top judge in the country. 


Kennedy began serving on the court way back in 1988 and was often known as a tie breaker 
when the group of nine judges were deciding on controversial cases. So, with Kennedy gone, 
that leaves an open seat that President Donald Trump has the job of filling. 


So Trump nominated attorney and judge Brett Kavanaugh for the spot, but the decision still 
needs to be approved by the U.S. Senate. So members of the Senate have been interviewing 
Kavanaugh and others about whether he should get the job. 


To understand why the role of Supreme Court Justice is so important, Nick Castele's got a 
SCOTUS explainer for us in this week's politics on point.


POLITICS   ON   POINT:   SUPREME   COURT   OF   THE   US 

[Nick] You might be surprised to hear that even states get into quarrels from time to 
time. Well, rather than settle it with a game of rock, paper, scissors, they head to this 
place.


[Voiceover] The Supreme Court of the Unite States.


[Nick] Or SCOTUS, for short. It is at the very top of the nation's judicial branch. Inside, a 
group of nine judges, also called justices, decide cases about big players like states, 
ambassadors, and even the federal government. 


For example, in the 1838 case of Rhode Island v. Massachusetts, two states went to 
court to determine their shared border. Then there was Virginia v. Tennessee in 1893 to 
clarify their borders, and New Mexico v. Texas in 1927 to settle their border near El 
Paso. 


See a pattern? Most cases with states are over boundaries or shared water sources. 
Check any map, and you can see how those cases turned out. But these disputes are 
few and far between. 


The majority of SCOTUS work centers on deciding what is and is not in line with the 
U.S. Constitution or with other laws made by Congress. The power to decide whether 
something is in line with the Constitution or not is called judicial review. Since the 
Constitution isn't a simple yes, do this, and no, don't do that list, we trust the justices 
with judicial review. 


These types of cases involve all sorts of people, not just big players. Some cases have 
even involved students. Take for example the 1954 case of Brown v. The Board of 
Education of Topeka.




Linda Brown was only in third grade when she was barred from attending a school 
designated for white students only. Her parents, along with others, sued the board of 
education for discrimination. The first court in the state of Kansas to hear the case 
sided with the board of education, saying it was okay to separate students by race. 


But when the case was brought to the Supreme Court, the justices ruled that it was 
against the Constitution to split up the students, because it violated their civil rights. 
The case resulted in the desegregation of all schools, a huge accomplishment. 


As you might imagine, there are a lot of these types of cases. In fact, thousands of them 
are brought to the Supreme Court each year. Usually, the court agrees to hear less than 
100 cases each year. 


In order to help lessen the load over time and to provide more clarity, the court writes 
down their decision with supporting evidence, so that in the future other judges can 
learn from past cases. 


Now, you're probably wondering who gets to be a judge in the Supreme Court. Turns 
out there are no requirements to join SCOTUS, but the justices are appointed by the 
President of the United States with the approval of the Senate. Most have had previous 
careers as judges and lawyers. 


Unlike the President, who can serve for only two four-year terms, justices can keep their 
job for life. That's a long time to be working and making decisions about the nation. But 
the point is for them to not worry about losing their job if they make a decision that 
others don't like. 


Basically, it's the most important job you can have in the judicial branch, and those job 
openings don't come around very often. So, no rock, paper, scissors for SCOTUS.


[Rick] Thanks Nick. We'll be following along with Supreme Court as the empty seat is filled. As 
Nick pointed out, Supreme Court justices typically start out as lawyers. So this week, we've 
also got a new career lab segment that fits the bill. Our friends at ThinkTV and CET have been 
exploring the jobs of lawyers. Take a look.


CAREER   LAB:   LAWYER 

- For crime scene investigators there's nothing more satisfying than gathering the clues 
that will identify and help catch criminals.


- So what's the case today, Ace?


- Today we're dealing with the case of the missing lab equipment.


- Okay, let's search for evidence.


- You look over here, and I'll look over there.


- Hey, can you guys keep it down?


- What are you and Evan working on today, Stella?


- It's kind of technical.


- Give us a simple version then.




- No, it's literally technical. We're researching the career of a technical writer.


- They write documentation like help files, user guides and reference manuals for 
everything from computer programs to fighter jets.


- Yeah, technical writers make the complicated a little bit more understandable and 
user-friendly.


- [Computer] Attention, attention. The Office of the Alphabet is calling with an urgent 
career request. Please stand by.


- Got any how-to guides on how to solve a tough case?


- Nope, but I've got a diagram that shows how a microscope works.


- The letter L. Lighting round, go!


- Lumberjack.


- Life guard.


- Linguist.


- Literary agent.


- Locksmith. Ooh, maybe someone who has the right sort of tools to break in and steal 
the lab equipment.


- Speaking of lab: lab technician.


- Lawyer. Don't they work hand-in-hand with investigators?


- I think you're in luck. To learn more about this career, let's talk to Katie Wright. She's 
lawyer who works for the Clinton County prosecutor's office.


- Hi Katie!


- Oh, hey lab squad! It's great to see you guys today!


- So, first things first, can you tell us what a lawyer does?


- A lawyer is someone who upholds our country's laws and argues in court for people's 
rights. There are lots of different types of lawyers, but all of them have in common one 
thing, and that's problem solving. I'm a prosecutor, which means I try to keep people 
safe by making sure that people who commit crimes like stealing or hurting other 
people go to jail. A defense attorney would make sure that those people have their day 
in court. Our country tries to ensure justice for all by making sure that accused people 
and all people have rights in the court process. That's important to all lawyers, whether 
its prosecutors, defense attorneys or judges.


- That's right, innocent until proven guilty. So, do you ever do detective work?


- Yes, sometimes. We have an investigator who goes out and investigates anything 
additional that we need to know. It's very important that we have all the facts before we 
move forward with a case. Sometimes I go with out investigator to a crime scene or to 
speak with a victim.




- Do all lawyers have to go to court?


- Not all lawyers go to court. Some of them advise companies or the government, and 
some of them work to write new laws or make existing laws better.


- Aside from taking bad guys off the street, what's your favorite part of the job?


- Oh, my favorite part is spending time in court and solving problems. Being a lawyer is 
all about solving problems, so practice solving problems and making wise decisions in 
your own life. And remember, you can always stop by your local courthouse, because 
many legal cases are open to the public and you can watch for yourself.


- Katie, we really appreciate you telling us about your life as a lawyer.


- It was great answering your questions today. Can't wait to see what other careers you 
have to look at.


- Solving problems? Helping people or companies? It sounds like lawyers have a lot of 
different ways that they can make a living, not just in a courtroom.


- And being able to explain all of the technical aspects of the law to clients is one of the 
most important parts.


- So, maybe someone can explain to Evan the consequences of taking that lab 
equipment.


- Evan?!


- Okay, you guys caught me. Yes, I tool the lab equipment, but I only borrowed it for 
educational purposes.


- Oh, you mean that's where we got all the stuff we've been writing about? I was 
wondering where it all came from.


- Looks like everything is present and accounted for. Elory, let's get this stuff back 
where it belongs.


- Hang on, you'll need this.


- What is it?


- It's all the user manuals and reference guides we wrote for this equipment.


- Seriously?! I'm gonna need some help.


[Rick] Thanks guys. Now, we want to put you and your lawyer skills to the test, so pay 
attention, special attention to this next story. A school district in Wisconsin has banned 
students from bringing in birthday treats to share with their classes. The restriction is part of a 
new health and wellness policy. Emily Matesic has the story.


[Emily] Celebrating your birthday at school is a rite of passage for kids, and for decades 
that meant bringing treats to share with your classmates. But under new policy, 
implemented by the Appleton school district this year, the students are no longer 
allowed to do that. The district says it's about promoting wellness, safety for medical 
conditions or allergies, and equity by reducing social and economic pressures.




- It's really about shifting from the snack, the item, to really shifting that direction 
towards students and really making that celebration and that honoring about the 
student and not about the snack that he or she is bringing in.


[Emily] Sue Kuehl, a first grade teacher at Appleton's Johnston Elementary School, 
actually implemented a similar policy in her classroom about 10 years ago. She made 
the change in order to place the focus on the kids and not what they could or couldn't 
bring in.


- Instead of bringing in a birthday treat, the child gets to choose a special activity to do. 
They could do extra recess, they could bring in a book from home and read a story to 
the class, we play class games, sometimes we've had special brain break dances, 
some exercise things, something that they feel special about.


[Emily] The decision was met with some opposition by parents, mostly online. But for 
moms like Rebecca Brown, who owns an allergy-friendly bakery in Appleton, the policy 
makes sense.


- Our home, we eat very clean, so also with food dyes and processed foods, it's just I 
like that my kids aren't eating those options, so I feel good about that,


[Rick] Thanks Emily. Now, we want to know how your school handles class snacks. This week 
we're having our first poll of the season. We want to know: does your school let you bring in 
class treats? Head on over to our website to vote one of these ways: yes, we can bring in 
any types of treats; yes, but there are rules about what treats we can bring, like maybe 
you can only bring in healthy items; or no, we aren't allowed to bring in treats. You'll find 
the poll button right at the top of newsdepth.ideastream.org. 


And then write to us, let us know, should schools ban class treats? Explain why or why 
not with supporting evidence. Give us your very best lawyer argument. We can't wait to hear 
these answers. But while you're figuring out if you're pro or anti treat, reporter Kim Hutcherson 
has some tips on how to hack your snacks into something healthy.


[Kim] A healthy snack can provide energy in the middle of the day and keep you from 
overeating at meal time, so try these healthy snack hacks. First and foremost, avoid the 
junk food. If you have to keep sugary snacks in your home, put them where they're hard 
to see or reach. 

Don't spend money on pre-packaged snacks. Buy healthful choices in bulk and divide 
out your portions yourself at home. This will keep you from eating too much at one time. 
It also allows you to tailor your snacks to your specific health needs, like subbing in 
unsalted nuts in home made trail mix. 


Give your veggies a kick with healthy dips or spreads, like humus or tzatziki. Try to vary 
your vegetables to include green, red and orange options. Bring your ready-to-eat 
snacks with you so you have power over your snack choices. 


Stock up on whole fruits like bananas, apples and oranges. They're easy to throw into a 
bag and provide natural sugars rather than the processed kind. And give yourself a 
nutrient blast by combining food groups: yogurt and berries, apples and peanut butter, 
or whole grain crackers with turkey and avocado.


[Rick] Thanks Kim. Alright, time to open up our inbox. Last week we told you about the Great 
American Read. That's list of 100 books that folks around the nation are voting on to decide 
America's favorite novel. So we asked you to share with us your favorite summer read. Let's 
see what you had to say. 




Chloe from Orrville Middle School left us hanging. She wrote, "My favorite book is The Bridge 
to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson. It's about two best friends who find a land they call 
Terabithia. They had to swing on a rope to get there. One of the friends goes by herself and 
bad things happen. If you want to know what happened, I´m sure you will read this book." 


Well, Hudson from East Woods Elementary wrote, "My favorite book was Ben Franklin's in My 
Bathroom! It's by Candace Fleming. Because it's very funny and it also has info in it. I think that 
the book is super and that you should read it to!" 


Alicia from Emerson Elementary told us she's watching NewsDepth at home since her new 5th 
grade class doesn't watch at school. Shame on you. We're glad to have you, Alicia. She chose 
a fun book too: "My favorite book I read over the summer was Smile by Raina Telgemeier 
because it is my favorite book in the whole world and it is based off of a true story about Raina 
going through losing her two front teeth a second time, boy troubles, and of course friend 
drama." 


Samantha from Glenwood Intermediate picked a book that a couple of you wrote in about: "My 
favorite book this summer was Wonder. It's by R.J. Palacio. It's about a kid who is different 
and is going to a school for the very first time. The reason I love this book is because I think it 
shows that even if someone looks different it does not mean that they are different. They're just 
like kids who go to school. I think everyone should read this book because it's such a good 
book. It tells that everyone can be different and that is okay." 


Logan from Lake Cable chose a whole series of books: "My favorite book I read over the 
summer is the Percy Jackson series, especially the book The Lost Hero. These are by Rick 
Riordan. I really enjoyed this book because it was about Greek mythology and was a good 
adventure. It taught me more about gods and history and I like mysteries." 


Wow, we've got some major book worms in our midst! Now, if your letter wasn't featured in the 
show be sure to check our website where we've got another set of your awesome letters on 
display. 


We also noticed that quite a few of you wrote to us about enjoying historical fiction too. 
Historical fiction, that's books that feature a made up story but in a real time period of the past. 
And from the looks of it, the students in Mrs. Anderson's fourth grade class at New Albany 
Intermediate might be some of those history lovers. 


Our tweet of the week is from Assistant Principal Patrick Garrity, who shared this shot of the 
class using their long weekend to find burial mounds across Ohio. How cool is that! 


Teachers, to have your class featured in our new weekly call out, snap a photo and tweet it to 
us. We are @NewsDepthOhio. 


And if you're interested in learning more about burial mounds in Ohio, we've got a great Know 
Ohio for you all about it. Just click the Know Ohio bottom on our website. 


Okay, it's time to recognize some more awesome work that you guys are up to. This week we 
are bringing you another A+ from over the summer, along with a giant batch of slime! 


We heard from Kathy Hancock at St. Francis de Sales Parish School in Akron, who told us her 
enterprising fifth grade class started a business to raise money for a child in need of a service 
dog. 




It started with one student named Kennedy. She wanted to help her 8-year-old cousin Nicholas 
buy a new service dog after his previous one passed away, so she started making slime, and 
selling it to her classmates. 


Yeah, you heard me right, she started a slime business. That's probably not the first product 
that I would think of as a money-maker, but it turns out it was a great idea. 


In fact, the rest of the class got on board to help out, and so Ms. Hancock turned that 
enthusiasm into an economics unit. They named the business Nicky B's Slimes as a tribute to 
Nicholas, and they advertised their product around the school. 


Then the class got to work, producing over 350 units of slime, which they sold during their 
lunch period. In the end, the class made $420.21 to donate to Nicholas's family. And over the 
summer, Nicholas got a new dog named Luna. 


Now that's a great story of a compassionate group of students making a difference, which is 
why we're giving Nicky B's Slimes this weeks NewsDepth A+. 


Speaking of animals, let's see what NewsCat's pawed up for us in this week's Petting Zoo. 


Hey there, NewsCat. Hard at work, I see. Oh, hey, she must have found something. Wow, a 
baby koala being reunited with it's mom! Now, that's double cute! To find out how the two got 
back together, click the Petting Zoo button on our website. 


And thank you NewsCat. While you're on the website watching the latest Petting Zoo, 
teachers, don't forget to fill out our school map. We'd love to know where you're watching 
from, and of course we've got some snazzy new NewsCat posters to mail you in return. 


And as always, we love to hear from you. And there are plenty of ways to stay in touch. You 
can email us: we're newsdepth@ideastream.org. You can write to us: we are at 1375 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44115. Or you can tweet us: we're @NewsDepthOhio. 


And new this year, we're on YouTube. Check out all of our special segments and subscribe to 
be notified of anything new. Head over to YouTube and search for NewsDepth. As Ryan from 
Chagrin Falls wrote to us this week, man, it's good to be back! I'm Rick Jackson. Thanks for 
watching. We'll see you again next week.


[Child Announcer] NewsDepth is a presentation of WVIZ, PBS, Ideastream, Education, and is 
made possible by a grant from the Martha Holden Jennings Foundation.


