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[Narrator] Newsdepth is a presentation of WVIZ PBS Ideastream Education and is made 
possible by a grant from the Martha Holden Jennings Foundation.


[Rick] Coming up next on Newsdepth. This town is disappearing underwater, so residents are 
heading ashore. Plus, Trump made two big announcements, we've got the details. You'll guess 
who Newscat found taking over a California beach. And these kiddos are dressed as a famous 
painter. Ever heard of Bob Ross? Newsdepth is now! 


A national budget's been passed and a state of emergency declared. 


Hello everybody, I'm Rick Jackson. Thank you so much for joining us. 


Big news from the White House last Friday. President Donald Trump announced that not only 
did he sign off on a national budget, but he would also declare a national state of emergency, 
two very big deals. 


But let's start with the budget. As you recall, a budget is a plan on how to spend money. 


At the end of 2018, Congress and the president were unable to agree on spending and it 
resulted in a federal government shutdown. After 35 days of the government being closed, 
Congress and Trump came to a temporary agreement that funded the government through the 
15th of February. 


Now, they've reached a long term agreement, so there won't be another shut down in the near 
future. 


One major sticking point that Trump and Congress compromised on was funding a border 
barrier between the United States and Mexico. President Trump's long pushed to build a wall 
on the southern border. He wants it to stop people from crossing illegally into this country. 
However, others in Congress think a wall isn't the best way to secure the border. 


That takes us to the second piece of news, Trump's determination to build a border barrier led 
him to declare a national emergency to fund its construction. 


The National Emergencies Act of 1976 gives the president the power to declare a national 
emergency. It lets him bypass Congress to get things done during a crisis. 


Quite a few national emergencies have been declared in the past. President Barack Obama 
declared one when a bad strain of the flu was going around to make sure people would get 
cared for when they got sick. President George W. Bush declared a national emergency after 
the attacks on September 11th of 2001. 


Now most national emergencies are about the economy and trade with other countries, so 
some people aren't really sure if Trump's request falls under the National Emergencies Act. 
Reporter Karen Caifa has details. Karen?


[Karen] President Trump agreeing to a government funding bill that includes a bi-
partisan compromise on border security funding. But the $1.375 billion agreed upon by 
Congress isn't enough for the president.




- I'm gonna be signing a national emergency.


[Karen] Trump, pulling together roughly $8 billion by redirecting defense and treasury 
funds and declaring a national emergency.


- We're going to confront the national security crisis on our southern border. And we're 
gonna do it one way or the other. We have to do it.


[Karen] That declaration allows access to $3.6 billion in military construction funds. For 
some republicans, the idea of bypassing Congress, which controls the purse strings, 
per the Constitution, is seen as setting a precarious precedent.


- I'm disappointed that the president has chosen to go this route.


- The concern that we've got is is that we not set new precedent.


[Karen] House Democrats have said they'll challenge the president.


- Where we go from here will be for us all to honor the Constitution, especially Article I.


[Karen] With a recess upcoming, they have some time to decide on strategy. It will be a 
top leadership priority upon their return, sources say, and they're considering multiple 
legislative options to try to stop the president's declaration. A number of lawsuits are 
also likely to be filed.


[Rick] Thank you Karen. President Trump acknowledged that there will likely be many legal 
challenges to his national emergency declaration. We'll let you know how things shake out. 


In the meantime, to learn more about the powers of the president, check out the Politics on 
Point segment beneath this episode at Newsdepth.ideastream.org. 


Well, while the politicians battle over border barrier spending, federal money is already being 
spent to relocate folks who are living in a coastal Louisana community. Rising waters and 
erosion so far have wiped out 98% of that town. Bill Weir visited.


- Hi.


[Bill] When these kids are old enough to start families, their hometown will be 
underwater.


[Chantel] This is my grandma's house.


- Their great-great-great grandparents settled here during the Trail of Tears. And for the 
first hundred years, they farmed this land. You just raised that exact house above?


- Right, right.


[Bill] But in the last 30 years, they had to raise their homes a few feet to stay dry. And 
then a few feet more. Until before and after satellite pictures proved what they already 
knew. 98% of Isle de Jean Charles, Louisiana, has disappeared.




- I always talk about water is our life and our death. Once we weren't able to farm 
anymore, the waters, the shrimp, the oysters, the crabs, that sustained our people, now 
it's killing us. It's killing us.


[Bill] Every hour of every day, a piece of Louisiana about the side of a football field slips 
into the sea. Every hour. Every day. It started when America tamed, locked, and diked 
the Mighty Mississippi, choking off the natural flow of mud that built this land. But these 
days, as it sinks, polar ice melts. Seas rise. Big storms just keep coming.


[Tjorborn] There has been a lot of change in just the last, say, five years.


[Bill] And those who study the drowning of Louisiana say it is happening faster than 
anyone ever predicted.


- What maybe five years ago was the worst case scenario is now what we might call a 
fairly likely scenario.


- That's terrifying.


- It is terrifying. And it basically means that climate change is here in full force.


[Bill] So, Isle de Jean Charles won a first of its kind federal grant, $48 million to move 
them about 40 miles north. The state recently closed on 500 acres of old sugar cane 
fields.


- We're gonna have baseball fields, fishing ponds, wetlands, homes along the back.


[Bill] But before they can even break ground.


[Chantel] We just had a tribal meeting today.


[Bill] They are getting a harsh lesson in just how hard it is to convince Americans to 
uproot and retreat.


- Anybody else is probably not moving.


- Really?


- So, yeah.


[Bill] Half of the 40 families who live here say they will never leave, while others still 
aren't convinced it's the right move.


- This so called climate change thing.


- You put it in quotes. So called.


- That's right.


- But Isle de Jean Charles is just a tiny sample of how expensive and difficult the future 
will be. According to one estimate from the United Nations, between 50 and 200 million 
people will be displaced by climate change by the year 2050. And most of those are the 
planet's most vulnerable. Fishermen and farmers who live on the edge. And if it is this 
hard moving a village, imagine moving Miami or New Orleans. Do you have children?




- I have an eight year old daughter.


- Do you think she will ever be able to say, take out a 30 year mortgage in New 
Orleans?


- I don't know, I don't know. That is, I wouldn't bet my money on it. Let's put it that way.


[Bill] But, he says it is not too late to stop burning the carbon that is cranking up the 
global thermostat. Not too late to stop worst case pain. But that will depend more on 
human nature than Mother Nature. And as people argue, the seas rise. Every hour of 
every day.


[Rick] Thank you Bill. I wonder if any of you have had to move from one home to another? For 
my job, this job and others, I've moved, let's see. I've lived in one, two, three, four, seven 
different states including Ohio two times. So I know it can be very difficult to say goodbye to a 
place not to mention all those friends you leave behind. 


Well, this week, we want to know your thoughts on that town in Louisiana. Do you think the 
residents should be forced to move using government money or should they be allowed 
to stay? Write to us about it and be sure to support your decision with evidence.  

Now, one way people show that they don't agree with a government decision is through 
protest. A protest is a statement or act of showing disapproval to something. 


In New York City, recent protests by residents and disapproval from local law makers has 
resulted in a big company deciding to back out. Perhaps you've heard of Amazon. The huge 
online retailer had announced they'd open a new headquarters in New York City. The area even 
promised them some big tax benefits. So why are they saying bye bye to the Big Apple? Mary 
Moloney has that story.


[Mary] After picketing and protests, Amazon is abandoning plans to expand in New York 
City. The company noted in a statement that "a number of state and local politicians 
have made it clear "that they oppose our presence and will not work with us "to build 
the type of relationships that are required "to go forward with the project we and many 
others "envisioned in Long Island City."


- The news for Amazon is that they're not bigger than New York City, at least not yet.


[Mary] Amazon spent a year searching for its next corporate headquarters, dubbed HQ 
Two. Cities across the country submitted proposals. Ultimately, the company chose 
Virginia and New York and promised to create more than 25,000 new jobs per location.


- This would have rejuvenated New York at a time when we're losing jobs, when we're 
losing taxes. This would have been such a big plus for us.


[Mary] The decision is a win for progressives, worried the company's presence would 
price people out of their homes. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez applauded 
the move, tweeting "anything is possible. "Today was the day a group of dedicated, 
everyday "New Yorkers and their neighbors defeated Amazon's "corporate greed, its 
worker exploitation, "and the power of the richest man in the world." As other cities 
attempt to gain what New York has lost, top lawmakers say the backlash is bad for 
future business.




[Rick] Thanks Mary. Another set of protestors in Arizona are hoping their fight will be as 
effective as the folks in New York City. People there have been calling for a local marine park 
called Dolphinaris to be permanently closed. The park closed temporarily after four dolphins 
died. The protestors want to make sure the closure is permanent. Brittni Thomason reports.


[Protestors] A-Z, dolphin free.


[Brittni] About 150 people lined this Scottsdale street. Spreading their message.


- Empty the tanks. These dolphins do not belong in the desert. They don't belong in 
captivity to start with.


[Brittni] If you drove past Pima and Via de Ventura, you heard these protestors.


- Shut the doors and close it now.


- We are here to save the dolphins.


- We don't believe that we're out of the woods until we actually have an official 
statement from Dolphinaris saying we've closed our doors in Arizona.


[Brittni] Earlier this week, Dolphinaris told us the closure is temporary while an expert 
panel assess the facility. This morning, we asked when Dolphinaris plans to remove the 
remaining four dolphins. The company says it won't tell us for the safety of the 
dolphins.


- We're looking for an official statement from Dolphinaris Arizona that they have 
permanently closed their doors, that they'll admit defeat, and they will no longer have 
dolphins coming here to the Arizona desert. Not in the future, not now, not ever.


[Brittni] So, this group continues to rally just down the street from the facility.


- I really think this is making a big difference in the community.


[Brittni] They hope their persistence will keep their fears from coming true.


- We're very concerned that they would just do some kind of cursory look around and 
then decide okay, we fixed the problem, and then more dolphins will die.


[Rick] Thanks Brittni. For this week's poll, we want to know if you think the dolphin marine 
park should close. Head to our website to vote either yes, it should close because it's not 
good for the dolphins, or no, it can stay open because there are people there taking care 
of the dolphins.  

Well while we're here, why don't we take a look at the results from last week's poll. We asked 
you to tell us how you celebrated Valentine's Day. And 78% of you, big number, said you 
celebrated as a class. What fun. 


Last week we also asked you to write to us about what service projects you have either 
participated in or would like to plan. So let's see what you had to say by opening up our Inbox. 




Ben from Buckeye Intermediate wrote: “A community project I would like to do would be to 
clean up the creek in Shale Creek. First I would do this because my friends and I play at the 
creek. Second, in the summer we don't want garbage floating around. Third, the garbage could 
hurt the environment and the animals. Last of all, it is just a good thing to do.” 


Regan from Summit Elementary wrote: “Me and my neighborhood friends created a club called 
the secret rakers. What we do is first we knock on people's doors and see if they want their 
yards raked. And if nobody's home, then we'll rake their yard without them knowing and for 
free.” What a great idea!


How about this letter from Payten at Cloverleaf Elementary: “For a community service project, I 
would make sure that every animal would have food and water to help them through the winter. 
I would also help clean up trash all over to help the community.” 


Now here's a letter from Ashlyn at Preston Elementary: “For my birthday last year, I asked for 
donations for an animal shelter near my family instead of gifts. I asked for donations because I 
love animals and I thought it would be great to help them. That's something I did for my 
community.” 


Evan from Norton Elementary has a personal connection to his project: “If I were making a 
service project, it would be for helping cure cancer. I would do this because I think it is sad that 
little kids and adults are dying of cancer and their friends and families have to experience that. 
When my grandma died of cancer, it was horrible and I want that to stop. I would make video 
games because I love video games and I think it would be fun because when I'm done, I can 
play them and then release them for the public to play and good video games are expensive so 
I could make a lot of money to raise money for cancer research.”


Wow, you all sure have such helping hearts. 


Our A Plus this week has proved that plenty of you know how to make a positive impact in your 
community as well. This week, our A Plus goes to a group of young leaders who are 
helping to make their school more inclusive. Inclusive of course means welcoming to 
everyone. It's the student council at Greenbrier Middle School in Parma. 


It recently organized a disability awareness fair that took place during lunchtime. Student 
council members set up stations to let students learn what it's like to be deaf or blind or what 
its like to have trouble speaking or difficulty reading. They even experienced how visually 
impaired people can use iPhones to see. 


Intervention specialist and student council advisor Terri Matelski said it was an amazing 
experience for everyone. Students gained empathy for students who struggle. Based on the 
comments from various students, I know they gained an understanding of why it might take 
some students longer to complete tasks. 


Well done, Greenbrier Middle School Student Council. What a cool event. Enjoy your well 
deserved A Plus. 


Now in this next story, at a school in Indiana, administrators saw a different student need. They 
wanted to be sure everyone has food after the final bell. Melissa Crash has those details.


[Melissa] What sits behind this door could change a child's life.


- Most of the kids are very appreciative.




[Melissa] Principal Andy Harsha says in just the first week, 37 kids were sent home with 
food.


- I never realized we had students here that were in that much need and how can I help.


[Melissa] Kids line up each week to fill their backpacks. Lakeitha Patterson works one 
on one with them and their families.


- Their student was absent on Friday, so she had called, and she's like, you know, we 
didn't get food, can I come?


[Melissa] 75% of Belzer students are on free or reduced lunches. That means of every 
four kids walking down the halls, three of them need assistance.


- All of the food that we have in the pantry right now is 100% donated.


[Melissa] And teachers are helping across the township, offering services to about 70 
more students a week.


- They are constantly keeping their eyes open and listening to students who might be in 
need.


[Melissa] Belzer isn't alone. At IPS, they partner with Gleaners to support 26 school 
based pantries serving more than 21,000 children. In Noblesville, they're supporting 500 
students. Four Hamilton Southeastern students donate from their lunches to food 
pantries. And in Southern Hancock, students collect items that benefit up to 50 families. 
Harsha says it takes a community.


- We know that if students are coming to school and they don't feel safe or they're 
hungry, we can't expect them to learn and be creative.


[Melissa] Working to serve the whole student.


[Rick] Thanks Melissa. One more school story for ya. Is that okay? Good. Time to paint some 
happy little clouds and happy little trees. About 50 art students at a Texas middle school 
dressed up like famous artist Bob Ross for a fun painting class. Jessica Ranck was there.


[Deja] I've always had like a huge passion for art.


[Jessica] Eighth grader Deja Joseph says art has always been a big part of her life.


- It's just like a great feeling of calmness and peaceful.


[Jessica] And what better way to share in that calming activity than with Bob Ross 
himself. And about 50 other students that look just like him.


[Deja] We were laughing so much when we tried our wigs on yesterday.


[Jessica] All part of a special activity orchestrated by their art teacher, Brandy Sloane.


- I was really wanted to reward my students in a meaningful way and provide an 
enriching art, you know, art related experience but just also honor the hard work that 
they've been doing.




[Jessica] Combining both her pre-AP art classes Thursday for a chance to learn from a 
legend. Practicing their art skills while watching one of the painter's famous videos.


- They're actually learning sponge brush techniques, landscape painting, alla prima, 
working at an easel. But they're really getting to paint like so many artists do in real life.


[Jessica] And the finished product was one of the books. No mistakes here, just happy 
little accidents.


[Rick] Thanks Jessica. And that reminds me of our Tweet of the Week. Y'all are great are 
dressing up too. Mrs. Kleinknecht shared this pic of a group of old fogies, I mean, fourth 
graders. They're dressed to impress for their 100th day of school at Leroy Elementary. Love it. 
Alright, back to art class. Carrying on our Black History Month series of sketchbooks, this week 
we're getting musical with jazz pianist Eddie Moore. This one's from our friends at KCPT in 
Kansas City. Take a look.


SKETCHBOOK:   JAZZ   PIANIST   EDDIE   MOORE 

- When I sit down and write, I kinda, just come to the table with like a clean slate. I'll be 
like oh, I didn't like it. I liked the first few. Okay. That could be like a whole tune for me. 
You know, you just start to hear and piece things together and then I'll come at it like a 
jazz, like okay, well I could take this and like split it up like this and then maybe like 
format some things.


[Announcer] Welcome to the musical mind of Eddie Moore. Piano player since the age 
of four, Eddie grew up in Houston, graduated from Texas Southern, then headed to 
UMKC in 2010 to get his master's with Bobby Watson and start soaking up as much 
jazz as possible.


- I went to the Blue Room session and I was just like, blown away. All my friends, 
people that are now my friends, just seeing them like, play like that. Kansas City jam 
sessions, I think, are like some of the best in the world, like, the comradery is still there, 
you know. But it's still like, pretty serious.


[Announcer] And, potentially, pretty intimidating. Unless like Moore, your other youthful 
passion involved skateboards and roller blades.


- We were doing that at a time where skate parks weren't popular. We were finding 
spots at office buildings. When you grow up with that life, you're not really afraid to get 
hurt if you're jumping off buildings and, you know. And even when I play, like, I'm kinda 
the instigator to where like okay, I know that this is what is says to do, but I'm gonna do 
this, and this, and this and see what everyone does. Some people might get mad and 
be like hey man, don't do that and then you live and you learn.


[Announcer] The life of a modern jazz man calls for making music in many 
configurations. Thus, you might find Eddie Moore all over the keyboards with Project H. 
Or taking an even rockier road with the band Various Blonde. This particular night finds 
him in a considerably more traditional location, leading a trio upstairs at the Kill Devil 
club. It's got a baby grand he loves to get his hands on.


- When I hear jazz now, I'm not really listening to what someone's playing like, for the 
notes. You're playing to the tendencies of your personality. You're communicating with 



these other gentlemen how you would maybe communicate verbally. I try to go for a lot 
of ploticism and like, lyricism. Not really a virtuoso player. Not that I don't have chops, 
but just trying to play things that I hear and stay true to that and then being able to hear 
more and more and more. I've been really paying attention to telling a bigger story. That 
might start off like introducing yourself to the audience orally, like, maybe you want to 
come in burning, but that'd be like us meeting for the first time like hey, Randy, how you 
doing? I'm gonna play piano. And then you're like, man, this dude is crazy. You know, 
opposed to like, a normal conversation.


[Announcer] But here's the gig this piano man finds most fulfilling. For the last year or 
so, the Tank Room on Grand has been an outlet for his band the Outer Circle. Playing 
for an audience that's open to strains of R&B and even hip-hop that slip into their 
musical mix. Jazz can never stay the same. I've always just understood that it's a music 
of its time period, which is why there's so many different forms of jazz. We're all rhythm 
section players so there's no horn, there's no vocals, there's no one that I have to like, 
guide. And so it works out pretty well. The Outer Circle released its third recording last 
fall to the kinds of positive reviews that also greeted the first two, including praise for 
their debut from the jazz bible Down Beat. But finding places around town to play the 
music has proven elusive, especially after Take Five Coffee and Bar in Leewood closed 
last year. Seems the city's most visible jazz venues just aren't booking this brand of 
improvisation.


- I'm not hard headed, but we are playing jazz. And so, I do think, especially as an 
African American, it's like, this is rebel music. What works for me might not work for 
someone else. But I kinda refuse to hear that like, people don't want to hear this or 
there's not an audience for this or like, at the end of the day, that means that money 
can't be made off this. We're jazz musicians so none of us got into this business to be 
rich, like, that's not even. And so, I just kinda find what works for me, man.


[Rick] Now that is some musical talent. Well, while Newscat doesn't have the skills of a pianist 
or even piano cat she does have some expert research skills. Let's check out what she's found 
in this week's petting zoo. 


Here kitty, kitty. Oops, sorry, I know, she doesn't like that. She's off to work. Check those 
typing skills. A-ha, she found a story about elephant seals that took over a beach during the 
last government shutdown. To find out what these guys are up to and no, they aren't out there 
tanning, click the petting zoo button on our website. 


Thanks Newscat. Before you head over to the website to watch the Petting Zoo a reminder, we 
want to hear from you, each one of you. Even you in the back row there. 


There are plenty ways you can stay in touch. You can email us. We're 
Newsdepth@ideastream.org. You can write to us, we're 1375 Euclid Avenue. That's in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Our zip is 44115. Or you may tweet us, we at @NewsDepthOhio. 


Plus, new this season, follow us on YouTube to see all the latest special segments. And, if 
you're old enough, go ahead and subscribe. 


So thanks so much for watching everybody. I'm Rick Jackson. We'll see you right back here 
next week.


[Narrator] Newsdepth is a presentation of WVIZ PBS Ideastream Education and is made 
possible by a grant from the Martha Holden Jennings Foundation.


