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[Rick] Coming up next on NewsDepth. Some folks in California are finding possible pop prices hard to swallow. 
Plus can you bring an animal back from extinction? Maybe. These Texans aren't sure about a backyard border 
wall between them and Mexico. And you won't believe what these churches have transformed into. NewsDepth 
is now.  
 
Could intergalactic battles go beyond sci-fi? Hey everybody, I'm Rick Jackson. Thanks so much for joining us.  
 
A new branch of the military is marching into the great unknown. President Donald Trump signed off on an 
order to develop a space force.  
 
You're probably familiar with the other branches of military, right? The Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard. What exactly will this new branch do? What kind of jobs will it create? Well, nobody's clear on that 
yet.  
 
Kim Hutcherson has the latest for us. 
 

[Trump] Today I am thrilled to sign a new order, taking the next step to create the United States space 
force. 
 
[Kim] With the swipe of his pen President Trump puts gears into motion to begin creating the sixth 
branch of the United States military, the Space Force. 
 
[Trump] The Space Force will organize, equip and train the next generation of warriors to deter 
aggression and defend the nation. 
 
[Kim] The new directive titled Space Policy Directive Four calls on the Secretary of Defense to draw up a 
legislative plan to submit to Congress, establishing the structure and authority of what the space force 
will be. The President says he expects Congress will support the plan. 
 
[Trump] Space. That's the next step and we have to be prepared. 
 
[Kim] There's been debate on whether the space force will fall under Air Force control. President Trump 
has stood firm that this will be a completely new branch of the military. 

 
[Rick] Thanks Kim.  
 



Getting back to news for us earthlings, folks in California may soon have to pay more for pop. Several state 
lawmakers have proposed a series of bills that would make pop more expensive. They want to add a tax to the 
drinks. A tax that's a payment on goods, services, property or income that goes to the government. It's one way 
the government makes money to do their work.  
 
Often states don't add tax to groceries, though. So why add it to soft drinks? The goal is to promote healthier 
choices. 
 
 A few cities in California already have extra charges on pop, or "soda", as they call it out there. Doug Johnson 
has more on what both sides are saying about expanding the laws to the whole state. 
 

[Doug] Sugar-sweetened beverages are a treat kids love to have. 
 
- It's good because it has cherry and like banana. 
 
- Because they're really sugary. 
 
[Doug] But now California lawmakers are hoping to pass a series of bills which will make it harder for 
kids to get them. 
 
- We are here quite simply because we are in a public health crisis. 
 
[Doug] Assembly members and senators plan to introduce five bills which will not only tax soda and 
other sugary drinks but also limit serving sizes, coupons and deals and in-store displays of those drinks. 
As well as require warning labels similar to ones found on cigarettes. 
 
- And you can legally still buy sodas under any of the bills that were introduced today. We're not taking 
them off the shelves, we're saying, "informed choice". 
 
[Doug] The California Medical Association and California Dental Association both support the move. 
 
- Sugar-Sweetened beverages are the single largest source of added sugar in the diet of young people. 
 
[Doug] Some of the tax money will go to education and offset health and economic costs associated 
with over-consumption of sugar. Lawmakers have not yet set a price on that tax yet. Assembly member 
Richard Bloom saying in the past he's looked at around two cents per liquid ounce. 
 
- Why, they're so good? It's good at the price it already is. 
 
[Doug] Kids and parents we spoke to at a South Sacramento gas station tell us they're not so sure about 
these bills. 
 
- It's up to a parent to say, "Hey that's enough." 
 



[Doug] Jay Marquez allows his son to have an occasional Icee. While he does not support the tax, he also 
admits the cost won't stop him from buying what his son wants. 
 
- I don't even look at the price some time half the day. When it comes to him he get a hundred at school, 
you know, I don't care about the price. 

 
[Rick] Thanks Doug. Now, we want your thoughts on the California bills in this week's poll. Do you support the 
anti-pop bills? Head on over to our website to choose either, yes, I think they promote healthy choices. Or no, 
they won't really stop people from drinking pop.  
 
Here in Ohio, by the way, most food is not taxed, but pop is. That's because the Ohio Department of Taxation 
does not consider soft drinks to be food. Odd, but true.  
 
Now, how about the poll we took last week? We told you about protestors who wanted to close a marine 
park in Arizona. Well 80% of you agreed with the protestors, saying, "The park should close."  
 
Since last week's show, more protests have been staged across the nation. But not about dolphins. People are 
upset about the national emergency that President Donald Trump declared.  
 
You remember this last week. We told you Trump declared the emergency to get funding for a border wall 
between the United States and Mexico.  
 
Lots of people don't agree with this move. That includes some Texans, who actually live along the Rio Grande 
River.  
 
They told reporter Gary Tuchman that they'll do anything to stop the proposed border wall because it will go 
straight through their properties. These residents joined together as plaintiffs in a lawsuit against the president. 
A plaintiff is someone who brings a case against someone else in court. Let's see what Gary found out about the 
situation. 
 

- I've never seen anybody here cross. 
 
- You've never in 40 years? 
 
- Not at all. 
 
- Zero people? 
 
- No. 
 
[Gary] Nayda Alvarez has lived on this land along the Rio Grande in Texas since she was in second grade. 
But even though she says she has never seen anyone crossing it onto her land, it didn't stop government 
officials from approaching her a few months ago. 
 



- They said they wanted to build the wall. 
 
[Gary] On your property? 
 
- On my property. 
 
[Gary] Alvarez has now received three letters from U.S. Customs and Border Protection asking 
permission to survey her property. Which she has said no to. But it's all leading to the government 
offering her a price for her eight acres. And if she turns it down, declaring eminent domain, and taking it 
away from her for a so-called, "fair market value". 
 
- The Army Corp of engineer people came over and they said based on the map, the wall's going to be 
right here. 
 
- So this about one, two, three, four, five, six, six yards, maybe about 20 feet from your house. 
 
- About. 
 
- And they wanna build a maintenance road in front of the wall. 
 
- Yeah, they didn't mention the maintenance road. 
 
- But that's what you heard about? 
 
- I heard about the maintenance road. 
 
- So your home would not be able to survive a border wall? 
 
- No. 
 
- Alvarez is one of the plaintiffs in a private lawsuit against the president that has been filed by the 
Public Citizen consumer group. She says she's despondent. On top of possibly losing the house she's 
lived in since she was a child, her mother who lives on the property in a separate home, is receiving 
hospice care for advanced cancer. 
 
- I feel infuriated. I'm mad, I feel frustrated because all this is out of my hands. 
 
- Nayda Alvarez plans on continuing to speak out. In additional to volunteering to be a plaintiff in the 
lawsuit, she's shouting from the rooftops. She painted this message, hoping President Trump on a 
recent visit would fly over. He didn't but the message remains. 
 
- This is our house. We were raised here. 
 
- Fred Cavalos and his family also own land on the Rio Grande. 



 
[Fred] You still hungry? 
 
- To make a living, they sell cattle and rent out parts of their 70 acres. Mostly for people with RV's and 
mobile homes. Cavalos, who has been in a wheelchair since suffering an illness two decades ago, says 
his family earns just enough to make ends meet. What they've said to you is the wall, the barrier, 
whatever you wanna call it, will be built right here, on top of this levee? 
 
- Yes. 
 
- And the Rio Grande is about a third of a mile, a quarter mile down the road here. 
 
- Away, yeah. 
 
- So this is all your land back here. 
 
- Yes. 
 
- This is where you rent out all your properties. And all these people who rent your properties would be 
behind the wall. 
 
- Yes. 
 
- A no-man's land. 
 
- No-man's land, right. 
 
- Cavalos says their livelihood would be ruined if a barrier goes up. Because who will want a vacation 
behind a border wall? He says he will do all he can to try to keep his land. The same with Nayda 
Alvaraez. 
 
- I'm gonna fight it all the way. Even if I have to tie myself up to that big mesquite tree in the front. But 
I'm not giving up my land without a fight. 

 
[Rick] Thank you Gary.  
 
Of course there are always two sides to a story. And there are people who are excited for the border wall to be 
built, including Trump. He tweeted out this video of a wall being built in New Mexico. He says it was finished at 
the end of January, 47 days ahead of schedule. 
 
Last week, we asked you to write to us about a different story dealing with the rights of property owners. We 
told you about a group of Louisiana residents who the government offered to move out of their village as it 
disappears beneath rising waters. Let's see what you had to say, by opening up our inbox.  
 



Let's start with Quinn from Mulberry Elementary: "I think that the residents in Louisiana should not have to 
move. I think this is because their ancestors lived there a long time ago, and it could be a tradition. So the 
residents in Louisiana shouldn't have to move because they have their own idea of what they want to do."  
 
Here's a letter from Phoenix at Grant Elementary Lakewood: "I think that they should have the choice to stay or 
move because if they want to have a house full of water, okay. But they might have an interest in the water or 
what's in the water."  
 
Aaliyah from Preston Elementary wrote: "I think that they should have a choice to stay or move because you 
shouldn't make someone do something they don't want to do. Also, I wouldn't want to be forced to move, but I 
would move though because I wouldn't want to stay there when it is going to flood."  
 
Mason from Rushwood Elementary was thinking outside the box: "I think they should be able to go if they want 
to or stay if they want to. If they want to stay, they need to raise the beams that are helping the house stay and 
make the beams stronger. Or they can do the same thing I just said and call someone to help you do this. You 
will try to dig down and make your own kind of secret bunker. You could also make a house boat. I think that 
would take maybe two weeks and maybe one to three days."  
 
Finally Camille from Claggett Middle School: "I think that the people should be paid to leave. It is not safe there 
in the first place, which is why the government is paying them. Also, if people stay back that means rescue 
workers have to risk their lives to come help them. This way, at least they will have money for food and shelter 
from the government."  
 
Excellent writing everybody. Let's head back to the current events. I've got some sad news though. But also 
some that's happy.  
 
This little fellow is the Bramble Cay Melomys A special rat from Australia. The mammal recently went extinct. 
The small brown rat lived on a tiny coral island on the Great Barrier Reef. It's believed hundreds of these rodents 
lives on the island back in the 1970s.  
 
But in 2016 the University of Queensland declared it extinct, saying the rat had not been seen for nearly 10 
years. Those findings were confirmed Monday by the Australian government. They blamed the animal's demise 
on rising sea levels leading to dramatic habitat loss. 
 
Critics say it's a sign that Australia and the rest of the world need to do more to combat climate change.  
 
Meanwhile, another animal that folks thought had gone extinct was recently found alive near the Galapagos 
Islands. This is the Fernandina Giant Tortoise. It was last seen in 1906. Way, way back. Experts thought all this 
time, it was extinct.  
 
So this adult female was spotted last week on the Galapagos Island of Fernandina, and it's believed she's not 
alone. Conservationist took the tortoise to a breeding center on a nearby island and hopefully more Fernanindas 
will be found soon.  
 



So in this week's Spot On Science, Margaret Cavalier has more info for us about extinction and de-extinction. 
Take a look. 
 

SPOT   ON   SCIENCE:   DE-EXTINCTION 
 

[Margaret] When an animal goes extinct, it may seem like all hope is lost for its species. And it's 
definitely a sad day. And it's why we really need to pay attention to the animals on the endangered 
species list. So they don't end up gone as well. But, and it's a pretty big but, scientists are trying to bring 
some of these animals back to life. It's called, "de-extinction."  
 
Let's take a look at some of the animals scientists are trying to revive, and just how they're going about 
it.  
 
Once upon a time, in the Pyrenees Mountains, lived a kind of type of goat called a Bucardo or the 
Pyrenean Ibex. The male Bucardo had big horns that swooped up and back. While the female's were 
more dainty.  
 
They fed on the grasses and plants. In the summer, they lived on top of the mountains. And in the 
winter, they moved to the lower ones to avoid the snow. There use to be plenty of Bucardos. But 
hunting and habitat loss lead to less and less of them.  
 
In 2000, the very last Bucardo, a female named Celia, was crushed by a fallen tree. Scientists had been 
watching her but they wanted her to spend her life in the wild.  
 
A year before she died, they took some samples of her DNA. Then they attempted to use it to clone her. 
Cloning is a way of making a twin of another animal by using its DNA. But unfortunately, the one baby 
Bucardo that was born did not survive.  
 
Cloning is one of the most advanced ways to try to bring back extinct species. And it's already been done 
with living ones. Most famously, with Dolly the sheep. She was the first animal to be cloned in 1996.  
 
Scientists are trying to use cloning to bring back other extinct animals, like the Gastric Brooding Frog. 
Which basically burps out its babies.  
 
For some extinct animals, where the scientists don't have very good DNA sources, they're trying to 
change the DNA of existing animals to make them more like those that have gone extinct.  
 
This is what scientists are trying to do with the Passenger Pigeon. At one time in history, these birds 
were so abundant in America that hunters used to trap thousands at a time. They were a major source 
of food. But too much hunting lead to their extinction.  
 
In 1914, the last living passenger pigeon, named Martha, died in the Cincinnati zoo. Scientists think that 
maybe by taking the fragments of DNA that they have from these pigeons and mixing it with those of 
modern-day birds, that they might be able to bring back a bird very similar to passenger pigeons.  



 
This is a same idea they're trying to do with the wooly mammoth. Essentially a big, hairy elephant. And 
with the dodo, a funny looking big bird that couldn't even fly.  
 
It's neat to think about what our world would be like if we were able to bring back these animals. But, in 
the meantime, it's important for us to take care of what we have. After all, you can't count your eggs 
before they hatch. Even if they are from a dodo or a passenger pigeon. 

 
[Rick] Now that is some futuristic science, thanks Margaret.  
 
How about this? Our tweet of the week. It shows off some futuristic travel. Mrs. Wahlert from Mulberry 
Elementary sent over this snap of students using virtual reality goggles to visit places of worship and religious 
festivals. They got to learn all about world religions, sweet!  
 
Well they made us wanna take you to some cool religious spots too. So let's start right here in the United Arab 
Emirates, or the U.A.E. According the U.S. Department of State, Islam is the official religion of the U.A.E. But the 
country provides its citizens with the freedom to worship however they like.  
 
Reporter Becky Anderson has a look at how Muslims and Christians get along here so well, side by side, day by 
day, in a way rarely seen anywhere in the world, let alone in the Middle East. 
 

[Becky] For Ancel and Luella Fernandez breaking bread means more than just eating. It's about bringing 
people together. It's what they say they love about the U.A.E. 
 
- I'd say it's one of the best environments to raise up children. 
 
- The couple immigrated from India to Dubai 25 years ago. They're both devote Catholics and active 
members at St. Mary's Catholic church. 
 
[Ancel] In India, although the population is huge, the Catholic population within a parish is very small. 
Out here you've got tens of thousands of people in our parish. Different nationalities, different cultures, 
different value systems, all integrating together. And that itself is a huge experience. 
 
[Becky] And just across the street, is a mosque. And image capturing signs of harmony and tolerance. 
 
- It's really nice on some days when it's a bit quiet during mass and you hear the call for prayer. 
 
- We just coexist peacefully. It's a beautiful environment. 
 
[Becky] An environment of coexistence that goes beyond this place of worship. To picnics in the park 
with friends and families. Where different cultures and faiths sit together, eat together and even pray 
together. 
 
[Group] ♪ Where there is hatred, let me bring your love ♪ ♪ Where there is injury, your pardon Lord ♪ 



 
- If you go back to our scriptures and refer to that. Whether it's the Bible or the Koran or the Torah, or 
any other religious book, everybody speaks about peace. We practice the same thing. 
 
[Becky] In one of the world's most culturally diverse countries people from different faiths live 
peacefully, will come together to break bread or in this case, biryani. 

 
[Rick] Thanks Becky. Here in the U.S. all citizens are granted freedom of religion by the constitution. That's 
partially do with the fact that our country was founded to be independent of Great Britain and its church.  
 
But what happens with a church building, here in America, when it's left empty? In Nashville, some old churches 
are getting new lease on life. As Alexandra Koehn reports, they've transformed from places of worship, to places 
of business. 
 

[Alexandra] Flamingo Cocktail Club. Snapshot Interactive. Grimey's New and Pre-loved Music and 
Clementine Hall. All these old churches have been reborn. 
 
- It's really important to keep Nashville unique. 
 
[Alexandra] Clementine is a wedding and event venue that opened over the summer after Brenda Cook 
and her husband refurbished the 130 year old church. 
 
[Brenda] Just keeping that history alive in the space was what was important to us. And I think that 
appeals to a lot of people when they come in here. 
 
[Alexandra] From West Nashville to East, old churches are being saved. 
 
- Local business move into these beautiful spaces. I'd much rather see that than them torn down and 
turned into just more faceless gentrification. 
 
[Alexandra] Grimey's is a record shop. 
 
[Doyle] But this is all new vinyl, all across here. 
 
[Alexandra] And music is their focal point. 
 
[Doyle] And I feel like this place has vibe in spades. I mean, it's just absolutely gorgeous. 
 
- The sound of hymns once echoed against these walls during worship service. For a place like Grimey's 
acoustics is pretty important. That's why when they saw this former church, they knew it was the 
perfect spot. These former places of worship could have faced demolition in a booming city like 
Nashville. 
 



- One of the people from the church, when we were over here moving in one day, told me they were so 
excited that we were coming in 'cause we were gonna continue to bring music into this space. And they 
were really excited about that. 
 
[Alexandra] Now, these structures have been given new life. A piece of the past preserved. 

 
[Rick] Thanks Alexandra. For this week's write-in question, we want you to get creative like those Nashville 
business owners. Tell us, how would you repurpose a vacant building like a church or a school in your 
neighborhood.  
 
Maybe you could make one into an artist's studio where someone like the guy in our next story could work. In 
this week's Sketchbook, we meet Gerry Simpson. He's an artist in so many ways. Let's round out our Black 
History Month series by learning a little more about it. Check it out. 
 

SKETCHBOOK:   GERRY   SIMPSON 
 

[Gerry] I started painting for one reason, I couldn't afford to buy nobody else's art. So I'd paint my own 
pictures and put them on the wall.  
 
I wasn't gonna waste any time competing with other people. My competition would become myself. I 
have been a singer. I've done Off-Broadway in New York. Fashion design, visual art, photography. I'm 
writing, teaching. I've done acting. I've heard often that if you don't use the talents given, it's a sin. And 
so I'm trying to get through life without sinning.  
 
My mom always sewed. She made clothes and stuff. So there was always a sewing machine hooked up 
in my house. When I became a junior in high school, I developed a career as a singer. So I went from 
there to making the clothes for the guys I sang with.  
 
And like 1982, I won this trip to California, modeling and designing clothes.  
 
And when I got ready to move from The Bay Area to Sacramento, I got this job as a stylist for Nordstrom. 
Well I was at Nordstrom and I got his phone call. Well I answered the call 'cause they didn't call for me. 
And this teacher called from America River College. She wanted to know if she could bring her class in 
for a visual merchandising tour. And I told her, "Yeah, come, bring your class."  
 
About two days later, 35 people showed up at the door, looking for Gerry Simpson. And I took them on 
this in-depth tour of Nordstrom, and one year later this teacher called back and said to me, "Would you 
like to teach at America River College?" And so I ended up teaching at America River College for 10 
years. Teaching fashion promotion and visual merchandising.  
 
And so it was in the last couple years that I said, "Okay, I'm gonna make this return trip to being a 
fashion designer."  
 



My attitude is, if you're not hanging my art on your wall, hang in on your back. And I came up with the 
idea of a show called, "From the Canvas to the Runway." Crazy enough, right after I thought about that, I 
got a phone call from the Crocker Art Museum asking me would I come and be a part of this event that 
they were gonna have and would I do fashion? That was like heaven.  
 
What made me do the denim thing was I keep noticing everybody that went passed my studio had on 
denim. Today's fashion, being the second most highest polluter to the world, next to oil. That's kinda 
crazy. So where does it end up? In the wastelands. I'm trying to keep some of these stuff from going in 
there.  
 
If I take your jeans and serve them back to you in a way that you'd not expecting them. It's not always 
been easy.  
 
Coming to a place where you don't know anybody and you're trying to do something like creative. You 
know, 'cause then you have to find an audience. Who wants to see you? Who wants to be spending 
their time looking at what you do?  
 
So that's why I just work as much as I do. And I work in as many different spots as I do. You know, 'cause 
it might not happen over here this week. It might be over here this week.  
 
So you have to just put yourself out there. And don't be afraid to fail at it. Don't be afraid to make a 
mistake. 'Cause out of mistakes, comes great things.  
 
If you look at my art there're circles in all of my art. That came about because a mistake. I was working 
with a pen that exploded on one of my paintings. And so I couldn't get the paint off. So what did I do? 
Covered it with a circle. So there's been circles in my art ever since. So, you know, you do what you do. 

 
[Rick] Thanks to our friends at KVIE in North Carolina for sharing Gerry's story with us. And thanks to the 
teachers at Olmsted Falls Intermediate for sharing this week's A Plus with us.  
 
This week, the award goes to the school's 30 fifth-graders who are building understanding and appreciate for 
their classmates with disabilities. The students participate in a district-wide program called, "Helping Hands". 
The group works together to educate, empower, and embrace students with disabilities. 
 
In January, the district held "Celebrating Differences Week." They recognized students with different disabilities, 
such as vision impairment, Autism, Down Syndrome, and the less visible ones like Dyslexia and anxiety.  
 
They created a 2 day simulation event that allowed fourth and fifth graders, and their teachers, to participate in 
activities to help them see what it's like to experience school with a disability. One rotation was called, "Walking 
In Someone Else's Shoes."  
 
We heard from Intervention Specialist Erin Des Forges, who is also the school's Helping Hands advisor, along 
with co-teacher Cindy Zahorchak. Ms. Des Forges tells us: "The event was new to our building this year "and a 
great success. "All the kids and teachers not only learned "but seemed to enjoy the simulations as well."  



 
Well we're glad to see more schools celebrating differences in innovative ways. So here's an A Plus to the 
Helping Hands at Olmsted Falls Intermediate school.  
 
Now teachers, make sure you're sending in your A Plus submissions to us. You can email them to 
Newsdepth@ideastream.org. We love sharing what your kiddos are up to.  
 
Okay, time to check in on Newscat. Let's see what she's found in this week's Petting Zoo.  
 
What's up Newscat? Oh you're dreaming of joining the space force you were watching earlier? Blastoff! Okay, 
she's up and at 'em. What'd you find? What a cutie. She found Ben Franklin. Not the inventor. It's a new therapy 
pup. To find out how this fluffy boy will be helping out the kids in his community, click the "Petting Zoo" button 
on our website. 
 
 And thank you Newscat.  
 
Well it's time for that weekly reminder. We wanna hear from you. There are plenty of ways to get in touch. You 
can email us. We are newsdepth@ideastream.org. You may write to us. We're at: 1375 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44115. Or you can tweet us. We're @NewsDepthOhio. 
 
One last heads up. We've got a special guest host filling in on the show next week. Mmmm, I'll tell you where I 
am then. Thanks so much for joining me this week. I'm Rick Jackson. I've got some vacation packing to do. Bye! 
 

[Child] Newsdepth is a presentation of WVIZ, PBS, Ideastream, Education and is made possible by a 
grant from The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation. 


